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(ATER 14: “A FAVORITE CAFE” 







































































I’M DAICHI 
HIRASAWA. 
I TOOK 

OVER 

y. ’ | MANAGING 
| THIS CAFE 

TEN YEARS 

Tl AGO, AFTER 

MY FATHER 
































































































BUSINESS } 
IS GOOD || 
ENOUGH. | 















: BIGGEST 
i CONCERN 


AERA - 
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ics IS THAT I 
ae: STILL DON’T 
KNOW THE 
WA THING SECRET 
_ MISSING. INGREDIENT 
= IN DAD’ 
A JMNGLE CURRY 
y) RECIPE. 
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FAMILY 
RESEM- 
BLANCE. 





TOO 
YOUNG 
TO BE HIS 
GIRL- 


a 
72, 
Lh 
LE" 


~d 


REFINED \ 
YOUNG 
LADY... 















































IT IS MY 
UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE ART 
MUSEUM YOU TOOK 
ME TO ON OUR LAST 
DATE IS JINXED, 
AND EVERY COUPLE 
THAT VISITS IT 
IS DOOMED TO 
BREAK UP 

















THERE ARE 
MORE THAN 
\ A THOUSAND 
L POSTS ABOUT 
O 
INTERNET, AND |1{ ict ee 


CAN WRITE IT 
OFF AS MY 
IMAGINATION?! 





SEVERED 
TIES 
TEMPLE! 


THERE 
ARE NO 
COUPLES IN 
THIS WORLD 
THAT WON’T 
EXPERIENCE 
A BREAK UP. 


ooo HAS 
BEEN To 
SOMEWHERE 
KNOWN FOR 
ITS BAD 


LISTEN 
TO ME, 
IWANAGA. 
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oe 
1 VERY LEAST, 
: THERE JS THE 
S =| EXPRESSION 
rl WHICHIS ‘WSs “TILL DEATH 
if ACTUALLY \S 
A RATHER 
UNLUCKY 
EXPRES- 


SION IN 
MY CASE. 


PSS 








SHE’S VERY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
SAKI-SAN, 
ISN’T SHEP 























IT MEANS 
IF I’M NOT 
CAREFUL, 
I MIGHT 
NEVER BREAK 
} UP WITH you. 








eo 8 SAKI-SAN 
BuT THINGS © NN eg SA Rares ole 
KUN WERE 
DON’T SEEM | ; es 
. SUCH A GOOD |... : 
TO BE WORKING ae Peee ae 
OUT VERY WELL iy Eg ' : : oe oee fee 
WITH THAT < See 
LITTLE LADY. 


LET’S GO 


TO A HOT ae ( 
SPRING \\ VA wy, wy 


DO YOU D Oy, _ 2) 
THINKE £2 OS //IN\ | AM . 
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YOU 
DON’T 
WANT TO 
GO TO 
THE HOT 
SPRING. 


TREASURES 
NEARBY. / 


THE HIHOKAN 
HOUSE OF HIDDEN 


TREASURES ISA 
ALUABLE JAPANESE JS 

INSTITUTION THAT 

IN THE HISTORIC 
HEALTH EXPOS 

OF THE MEIJI— 













IT’S 
wTOGOTO ALWAYS 
RHIH6KAN BEEN MY 
WITH MY BOy- DREAM 
FRIEND AND WHENI 
BUY MATCHING GROW 
MUGS THAT UP 
CHANGE COLOR 
WHEN YOU POUR 
HOT TEA IN THEM 
50 THE WOMAN'S | 
KIMONO 





































DISAPPEARS 
THAT 1 
alse AND SHE’S 
IS TERRI- 
FYINGLY 
SPECIFIC. 
























A LADY WHO "% Seoroommnnnnnnnana 


em INVITES HER a ESS - 





































oon BOYFRIEND : oe \F: f cee 
my TOA ae Sy eee 
py HIHOKAN/ AND I ee 
‘eo REFUSE TO (VEE: 
Sa ){ BUYTHOSE EE : 
Vo oF MATCHING 
Lo ih SO MUGS. 
<f : ae cs ie sata tinerarataters 
= 
~7 LP tt tt tt tt at a or er nT 








THEY BOTH 
ATTEND H | 
UNIVERSITY, | 
WHICH IS 
NEAR MY 















































































































NOW THAT I 
= THINK OF IT, 
as Jee WHY DO YOU 
aa, XN = ALWAYS 
; y\ WEAR THAT 


Ww 


~ 




















alle \ (oh Vs ) 
a NCS ‘ 


DOESN’T 
EVERY 
HUMAN... 


WHO 
HAS BEEN 
ELEVATED 
TO GOD- 

HOOD 

WEAR A 
BERET? 

















A GOD 
WHO y THE PERSON 
WEARS YOURE 
Al BERET, THINKING OF 
HM... ? 7) 16 TECHNICALLY 
==) GOD, BUT 
‘a DON'T 
THINK 
VGC IT’S THE 
SAME 
GOTOR THING. 


he St 

eed CAFE THIS 

(Ca AFTER- 
NOON, 
SENPAI. 
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KURS- 
SENPAI. 


senmererrargencr cei tue Mani ae 


cS ad Se . 
Se ee 





WHAT DID 
DAD USE AS 
THAT SECRET 
INGREDIENT? 











CURRY, 
PORK 
CUTLETS, 
\ GINGER 

in fll} N\ FRIED PORK, 
IT’S 1 TIN ji . FRIED RICE. 
ALMOST . . in 
MORE LIKE A : 
DINER THAN Mi 


EM 
Wai 
My) 





























HIS GIRL- STUDENTS 
FRIEND IS | EAT HERE. 


| INA BAD 


HAVE 
YOU EVER 
CONSIDERED 
TAKING YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND 
TO A FINER 
ESTABLISH- 
MENT? 
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sue Has WELL, 


Al POINT. 
A YOUNG 
| GIRL MIGHT 
 #/\ \ Wi PREFER A 
of f[- < O= | RESTAURANT 
Be Ou WITH A LITTLE 
MORE STYLE. 











DON’T 
DISRESPECT 
THE CAFE. 
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I’M 
TERRIBLY 
SORRY FOR MY 
Z\f UTTERLY RUDE 
ae NR COMMENT 

THE OTHER 
DAY. 
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1 MERE) Mina amt petwemsretseransssmeeressessnecersreisy use a] (FS = 
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I ALWAYS 
ENJOY 
YOUR DE- 
LECTABLE 


re 
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aye 


XG * < Rn sak YA 
peek eo \ f Af \ 
Leis ; : 
- ‘eae -\b 5 
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ee ee > on a y 
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fh 
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THAT KURG- 
KLIN SHOULD 
TREAT YOU 
ALITTLE 
BETTER. 


























eFROM 


J, \ HIS EX- 
dee | GIRLFRIEND, 
: AND THEY f[ 
WOULD OFTEN [ 
COME HERE 
TOGETHER. , 
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RECENTLY 
DISCOVERED 
THAT KURSG- 

SENPAI LEARNED 

ABOUT IT... 


——et 
























































































































































AND HE 
BROUGHT 
ME HERE— 
HIS CURRENT 
GIRLFRIEND — 
) : WITHOUT EVEN 
\ eS = STOPPING TO 
ey) =) / CONSIDER 
WP) WHAT IT 


























iy | MIGHT MEAN. 
\ rt 
, a TOUCHED 
\ ‘ A RAW / 
S NERVE. f fog: 
yee 
Cras) 8% a . 
QP, NZ f 
pf fa fOr 
| i, 
fie ewe | \\ 


@ ex-cir.- 























| FRIEND... (ta 






























































SHE WAS 
A YEAR 
AHEAD OF 
HIM. 




















FROM 
IWANAGA- 
SAN’S 
PERSPECTIVE, 
THAT WOULD 


BE UN- 
APPEALING. 
















































STUDENTS | 
FROM H 
UNIVER- 











HE WOULD Piladaad dl 
HAVE FOUND | 
THIS PLACE 
WHETHER OR iar 
NOT SAKI- mene Oy a marae 
SANTOLD =/ | MOSS 
HIM ABOUT | A 






















J “| T AGREE, 
{1 BND SO T / || = 
2) HUMBLY.. | a 
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THEN I WILL \ 
GRATEFULLY | 
ACCEPT... 
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IT WAS 
THE WHISKEY 
CHOCOLATE 
FROM W CO. 














BUTWCO. \ = 

CHANGED THEIR \——! 
INGREDIENTS AND 
MANUFACTURING 
| | PROCESS, SO 

THE CHOCOLATE 
STOPPED | DIDN’T WORK IN 
USING IT. Je eee THE CURRY HERE 
— ANYMORE. 









































ELEMENTARY 
“SY DEDUCTION. 
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i : Ne (| 
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MX, 
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WW 
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MIND THAT. 
THE POINT IS, 
YOU DON’T 
NEED TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE 
SECRET 
INGREDIENT. 
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nM 



























































o POPULAR 








OPINION IS 

THAT YOUR 
CURRY IS hb 
BETTER NOW 






THAN IT WAS 
BEFORE. 
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wIWANAGA-  \°-0 et 
SAN LEFT a oe 
WITHOUT ene 


ANOTHER ~/...-2-0-1- 


WORD. Pee 

















NO, SHE 
DIDN’T DO 
ANYTHING 
WRONG. 







Ma 














SHE GAVE 
ME A MELON 
WORTH MORE 
THAN ALL THE 
FOOD SHE’S 
EATEN HERE 
TO DATE. 

























































I CAN’T STOP 






































































WONDERING 
HOW SHE 
KNEW ABOUT 
MY FATHER’S 
7 SECRET 
I ASKED INGREDIENT. 
MY RELATIVES 
ABOUT IT, 
AND THEY 
BUT ALL SAID THEY 
NONE DEFINITELY 
OF THEM REMEMBER 
DAD BUYING 











EVER THAT 


KNEW THE 
RECIPE. CHOCOLATE. 












WELL, SHE 
IS FROM A 
PROPER FAMILY, 
BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT, SO YOU 
CAN TAKE HER 
AT HER WORD. 













wHAS BEEN 
AROUND 
FOR A 
LONG TIME, 
HASN'T ITP 


 YANARI, 
AND OTHER 


YOKAI THAT IN WHICH 
HAVE BEEN CASE, THERE 


HERE FOR WOULD BE 


| HOUSE 
A WHILE. | SPIRITS... 


IT’S POSSIBLE 
THAT THEY SAW 
YOUR FATHER 
COOKING, AND 
THEN THEY SAW 
YOU TRYING TO 
FIGURE IT OUT. 





IWANAGA 
PROBABLY 
HEARD 
ABOUT IT 
FROM 
THEM. 





DOES SHE 
TALK ABOUT 
UNEARTHLY 





(\ 


AS 





y= 


we THEN IT’S ie on 
A WASTE OF Cv 





























ENERGY 
WRACKING | ins 
YOUR BRAIN EYE-WITNESS 
TO FIND A TESTIMONY 
SOLUTION. FROM AN 


UNBIASED 
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M 




























































































I DON’T 
KNOW 
WHY, BUT 
THEY MAKE 


A GOOD 
COUPLE. 

















IN ANY CASE, 
I GUESS I 
DON’T NEED 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT 
My DAD'S 
SECRET 
INGREDIENT 
ANYMORE. 


























































































































BUS? Wa ie io 








7S 


HE 


é 
GUARDIAN’S 


SERVANT 


VISITED ME 
ABOUT TEN 


“MY 

LORD HAS 
SOMETHING 

WEIGHING 
SO HEAVILY 
ON HIS MIND 

THAT HE 

CAN’T SLEEP 

AT NIGHT.” 


DAYS AGO 
AND TOLD 


E, 











ING TO THE 
MOUNTAINS 
IN THE NEXT 


I HAVE AN 
APPOINTMENT 
WITH THE LARGE 
SERPENT WHO'S 
THE GUARDIAN 
SPIRIT THERE. 





YOU/RE 
MEETING A 
BIG SNAKE 

IN THE 
MOUNTAINS? 


HE 


LG 
cA 

MEDIATING 
#1|MORE YOKAI 
Z| TROUBLESP 
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\ , 
To ac 


SCRITCH og 
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TAT WEEN NS 


le 





ON ANY 

MATTER THAT 
MutT 

The, 

YOU DON’T 





Ze UME 








wip . 
zu 9 
wr 
Trerz 
n~OWw 
OO 
+h0— 
Cn sz 
Lu) 7 wv} 
Yc Ss 


NOT ONLY 
MEDIATES 
AIND SETTLES 
DISPUTES, 
BUT CONSULTS 
MAY BE OF 
CONCERN. 
































eee AND I 


CAN EVEN 


TOUCH 


GHOSTS. 
THESE ARE 


UNIQUE 











ABILITIES. 








WHAT IF 
YOU RUN 
INTO A 
VIOLENT 
AND AG- 
GRESSIVE 
YOKAIP 










































YOU DON’T 
HAVE SUPER 
STRENGTH, YOU 
CAN’T FLY, YOU 
CAN’T USE 
MAGIC CHARMS 
TO CREATE 
SUPERNATURAL 
PHENOMENA. 


PHYSICAL 
OR MAGICAL 
POWERS. 


MY 
POLICY IS 
TO RESOLVE 











! RESORT- 

















were 


ON 


4 





wo ANOTHER 
GREAT MAN 






























































DION’T HE 
GET SHOT, 





























































































































Pre © IF YOU 
{©} ACCOMPANY 
ME AS MY 
BOYFRIEND, 


THEN 





NOTHING 


RESISTANT 
YSOKAI. 








IF WE VALUE 
ORDER AND} 
DESIRE PEACE, 
WE MUST 
\ COMMIT TO 
| -\ NONVIOLENCE. 








T’LL HAVE | C4 NN : = 



































































































































ANOTHER 
GREAT 
MAN SAID, 
VOCE Gl 


(eaees 


DREHM.. 





YOU'RE 
THAT 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
THEN YOU ME, 
WILL JUST 
HAVE TO FILL SS 
IN MY GAPS, Ses 
KUR6- 


SENPAI. <= | 
ll i) , ~ 





















































ve 1O 
PLUG ROM 

MY PART = MUCH... 

THAT HAS 

NOT YET 

GROWN... 
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mu” 
















FIRST, | 
I WANT TO TALK || 
ABOUT HOW | 

PROBLEMATIC 7 
WerOe Voll 

| TO PREDICATE 

ALL OF THIS ON 

_\ MY BEING youR 

BOYFRIEND. 





REGARDLESS, 
MEET A SNAKE | 
MONSTER THIS I 
EVENING, SO I iy 
aR clare 

COME WITH ME. 


: LIVED ON 
MT. TSUKUNA IN 
aR AS 
CENTURIES, AND 
FROM WHAT 
I’VE HEARD... 





HE'S AS 
BIG AS A 
DRAGON, 


WITH 
GREAT 
STRENGTH 
AND VAST 
INTELLECT. 


THERE ARE 
RUMORS 
THAT HE’S 
ALSO A 
MAIN-EATER. 


HE HAS BEEN 
WORSHIPED AS 
AH WATER GOD 
SINCE ANCIENT 

TIMES. 
























































I WANT TO 
RELAX AT HOME 
AIND EAT THE 
PORK MISO SOUP 
ILL BE MAKING 
THIS: AFTERNOON. 
YOU'LL HAVE 
TO GO 
WITHOUT ME. 























HONESTLY, 
THAT 























a 
TA e 
a 
SS 























YOU, SENPAI. 

I CAN'T 

BELIEVE 
YOU REALLY }y 
REFUSED />» 
TO COME. yA 















































YOu. HAVE 
a SUCH AN 
Sy ail APOLOGIZE ADORABLE 
acl FOR THE GIRL- 
, LATE HOUR, FRIEND. 
MY LADY. AND 
YOU WOLLD 
3 SEND HER 
‘| | OFF INTO THE 
f ) 1 | MOUNTAINS, 
IN A DISTANT 
COUNTRY- 
y , SIDE, IN THE 
| MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT? 
ALONE?’ 




































MT. TSUKUNA  \ 2 
Is JUST SO BUSY \~ =~ 
DURING THE DAY, 
IF THEY FULL OF PEOPLE 
WERE TO PICKING 


DISCOVER VEGETABLES AND 
MY LORD, IT MUSHROOMS. 





re - 
Wo its : 
Le 


OH, MY 


you can LADY: 
SEE THE 
SWAMP 

FROM 

HERE! 





YOU HAVE 
TRAVELED 
LONG AND 
FAR TO 
REACH THIS 
PLACE. 


AS SUCH, 
THERE WHS 
AIN AGE WHEN, 
IN TIMES OF 
DROUGHT, 
PEOPLE FROM 
THE VILLAGE AT 
THE FOOT OF 
THE MOUNTAIN 
WOULD FORM 
Al CHAIN... 


10 TO CARRY 
TRIBUTES TO 
THE SHRINE 
FIND OFFER 
THEIR PRAYERS 
FOR RAIN. 
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. ‘ 


HUN it 


2. 


" 


I ‘y, 


ul 


Braise aaa aetna tea 


tstabatatetatatistanattebatatetanstetebatstetetatetabatetetatatetetarstetat st 


IT IS SAID 
THAT THIS 
WETLAND 
WAS ONCE 
HOME TO 
AWATER 
GOD. 











Ss 
ZEA 


ZEA 
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SO THIS IS 
TSUKUNA 
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Nah 
\ NY) I t 
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WERE ONCE 










OH, 


WORSHIPED \\ sueoe ig NO j 
BY THE 
NO NEED 
HUMANS OF 
TO THANK 
THIS REGION 
MERELY 
DOING 


oo MY DUTY. 












IF YOU WISH 
TO SEE ME, IT 
IS ONLY RIGHT 
THAT I SHOULD 
BE THE ONE 
TO MAKE THE 
JOURNEY. 

















= LY 
















































— : HONORED AS 

oe A WATER GOD 
SINCE TIMES 
LONG PAST. 









































THE SHRINE 
HAS ROTTED 
AWAY, AND 
NONE COME 
TO OFFER 
TRIBUTE OR 
PRAY FOR 




















SHOULD ONE 
OFFER SUCH 
A PRAYER, L 
HAVE NOT THE 
POWER TO 
CONTROL THE 
WEATHER. 





IT IS THE 
HEIGHT OF 
ABSURDITY 
TO THINK 
ME A GOD. 





EVEN THOSE 
WHO KNOW 
OF ME DON’T 
BELIEVE L 
ONLY EXIST. 
NATURAL 
THAT MY 
GLORY 
HAS 








I SUPPOSE 
THE VILLAGERS 
MUST HAVE 
AND WITNESSED 
ASSUMED THE GUARDIAN 
THAT HE pala OR we 
MUST BE | lt em TAA Tiber) WaT 
Gop, DRINK AT THE PSA 
SWAMG A ; is 


lal 





indeed, | 















had wished y.| Phe . : 
: = fe at AB =X wr me hg Le CHANGE COMES \=== 
dig 8 wigsed my A ra 5 leas QUICKLY TO THE 
tee nt chanee. A * ~ | 4A HOWEVER, THAT IS WHY bea amass 
l\ ty oe © fcc) AT AS THE (: L SENT MY E ARE 
Ne EE INSILES THE NIGHT, \: e) abu 
HORUS Cee m7 DEEP AND ALL I: YOu, MY LADY. UNDERSTAND 
as SN THE «= LHAVEIS I WISH TO NOw. 
XY MOUNTAINS, SWAMP (2: BORROW SOME 
LHAVE WATER. \:: OF THE GREAT 
LITTLE TO pe WISDOM FOR 
OFFER BY a WHICH YOU ARE 
WAY OF a RENOWNED. 





“\ HOSPITA- 
\ Lity. 





























MY FOUL 
MOOD WAS 
CAUSED BY 
A PERSONAL 
MATTER, AND 
WAS BY NO 
MEANS ANY 
FAULT OF 





YEE 


& 






BOYFRIEND 
5 NAMED 
URS 
I ASKED enaipee 
HIM TO Gawe 
JOIN ME 
TONIGHT, 
AND HE 
REFUSED IN 
FAVOR OF 
EATING HIS 
HOMEMADE 
PORK MISO 








SOUP. 







































































SURELY IT 
IS BECAUSE 
HE TRUSTS 
YOU, MY 
LADY. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO THE 
MOUNTAINS 
DRESSED LIKE 
THAT? 












































BUT HOW 
COULD HE 
PRIORITIZE 
EATING THAT 
SOUP OVER 
AN INVITATION 
TO JOIN HIS 
GIRLFRIEND? 


THAT, HE WAS 


TALKING AS }7\H( | 


IF HE DION’T } 
TRUST ME. 


IT’S MY 


Q A 
AUTUMN OD 


APPAREL— 











HE'S A 
MAN LIVING 
ON HIS OWN, 
SPENDING HIS 
AFTERNOON 
COOKING 
THIS ¢~ SOUP. 
ANNOYS 











THAT'S 
MY SENPAI, 
YOU DO HAVE 
AN EYE FOR 
QUALITY, 





BUT 
YOU WERE 
INVITED” 

DEEP 
INTO THE 

MOUNTAINS. 









































(Y SPRAYING 
YOU WITH 


i 


Tn 


Lo tage 
1a ad y 


; IT’S STILL 
MOSQUITO 
SEASON, 

















IF SENPAI, 


YOU'RE 
THAT 
WORRIED 

ABOUT ME, 

WHY DON'T 

YOU COME 

WITH MEP 












HERE. 
TAKE SOME \ SOB 








ONIGIRI, 
TOO, 
























































DON'T BE 
OUT TOO 























































ITEVEN \ 
TOLD HIM THAT 
I WAS GOING 

TO SEE A GIANT 

SNAKE THAT MAY 

OR MAY NOT 
EAT PEOPLE, 
BUT HE SHOWED 

NO SIGNS 
WW | OF TAGGING 
ALONG. 











Koos ‘ 
ne ro, L WOULD SIBLE’ ee 
= NEVER 
ae BE SO PRE- 
SUMPTUOUS Ce i RU OS 
| YOu, MY 3 





NSS 


ae ss 


Ww 







PEOPLE 
ARE 
DIFFICULT 
TO DIGEST 
ANYWAY — 
ALWAYS 
COVERED 
IN CLOTH 
AND METAL 
THINGS. 


: IN YEARS 
‘weneeo PAST, THE 
ea GceER VILLAGERS 
A SACRIFICE S oa 

AND OR IT WILL ae ae 
Sela NEVER RAINS” me, es Se 
IT WOULD BUT HUMANS Yj 
CAUSE QUITE AREFAR es rs 
A STIR— FROM 


ESPECIALLY APPETIZING. 
IN THIS 
MODERN AGE. 
SO L AVOID 
EATING 
THEM WHEN 
I CAN. 





... COULD NOT 
KURG-DONO 
HAVE COME 
WITH YOU AND 
EATEN HIS 
SHARE HERE? 


WERE GOING 
| TO BRING 
THE SOUP 
WITH YOU 





























SURELY HE 
ONLY HAD 
A THERMOS | Fh ee ; WAR 
ENOUGH 4) A &e 
I HAVE FOR \ HA Py ie 4 
NO DOUBT ONES 
THAT IS 
THE CASE! 





YOUR 
CONCERN IS 
IN REGHRD 
TO WHAT 
YOU FOUND 
IN THE 
SWAMP. 
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. ome TNT i 
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Vell) 
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MURDERED 
BODY, 



















































































































































































































































































L FAIL TO 
SEE WHY THAT 
WOMAN CAME 

ALL THE WAY TO 

THIS SWAMP TO 

DISPOSE OF 
THE CORPSE. 











































































































































































I WAS 
HOPING YOU 
COULD GIVE ME 
A CONVINCING 
EXPLANATION 
AS TO HER 
REASONS. 
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ei 


+ AFTER 


yee 


2:00 PM SepeR RN ea EAE SS Ueeacemee ST 
SEPTEM- 








Tae 


siaeh iy ae 











FORTUNATELY, 











THE HIKER’S 


























CELL PHONE 
HAD RECEP- 


TION, AND THE | 


INCIDENT WAS 
REPORTED IN 
NO TIME. 


IT WASN'T 
LONG 

BEFORE THE | 

WHOLE CITY } 

















HERE AT 
TSUKUNA 
SWAMF, 


WAS ABUZZ 
WITH THE 


We = Al HIKER 

LEN ‘ NG i ty), - igs WAS OUT 

SO NNN ‘ SEARCH- 

——— ING FOR 
MUSH- 


1 AND ROOMS... 


DISCOVERED 
Al MAN’S 
BODY 


HIKER WHO ATHY 
FOUND Sn Va Ses 
THE BODY | | WATER. 
ASSUMED SIN 
THAT THE 
MAN HAD 
TRIPPED, 
































THEN FELL 
INTO THE 
SWAMP 
AND 
DROWNED. 























I} \ 
WM 
Yy oN 


}} : : | 


Af 
Ay 
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gy é 






































BUT 
soe AAN CLOSER 
ENSEMBLE INSPEC- 
THAT TION 
COULD REVEALED 
HARDLY THAT THE 
HAVE MAN WAS 
BEEN PUT WEARING 
ON WITH A SUIT 
HIKING IN AND TIE... 
MIND. 





























FURTHER- 
WHEN THE |S 
\e 






OF THE 


















IT BECAME 
‘S| CLEAR THAT 
J | HE HAD BEEN 
STABBED 
IN THE 
CHEST WITH 
Al SHARP 
OBJECT. 




















THE 
CASE WAS 
IMMEDIATELY 
RULED A 
MURDER. 








FURTHER 

2 | INVESTIGATION 

HIM IN THE ze J 845.3) DETERMINED 

SWAMP TO |s..~< < N e og| THAT SOMEONE 

DISPOSE OF |=*32. 2 P= aa SE | HAD CARRIED 
THE BODY. &: 2 > RE SEP THE MAN 
eee es <7 INTO THE 

MOUNTAINS... 


HE WAS 
DISCOV- 
+4 AND ERED A 


ALTHOUGH FEW DAYS 
HE DID NOT AFTER 
HAVE A CELL HE WAS 
PHONE OR TOSSED 
IDENTIFICA- INTO THE 
TION ON HIS MURKY 

PERSON, WATER... 
THEY SOON 
FIGURED OUT 
WHO THE 
VICTIM WAS. 



















THE 
CORPSE 




















BE- 

ae ca LONGED 

d TO HIR6 
he & YOSHI- 
he swan q 35- YOSHI 
yn M YEAR-OLD 
&Tsukun| DEPARTMENT 
, MM Citl CHAIR FOR 
 peer,| A LARGE 
2 Prefel CONSTRUC- 
ure by | TION FIRM 
1iker of /N D PRE- 
00 ke in FECTURE. 
Or mush 


‘ooms. a 


3 


fpelieved that he ae erga and fallen into the’ 
ading to-his untimely L. rea the man was wear- 
fit for hi iking, a and jhad b been stabbed ee the chest. 


















A 
SUSPECT 
WAS 





AIND ON 
THE 9TH OF 
OCTOBER, Al 
30-YEAR-OLD 
WOMAN WAS 
ARRESTED ON 
CHARGES OF 

MURDER. 











AND SHE 
HAD A 
CLEAR 
MOTIVE, 








50, 























TANIO- 


MURDER 
YOSHIHARA- 
SAN... 


BODY IN THE 
SWAMP ON 
MT. TSUKUNA?P 



































IT WAS ME, 
OFFICER, 





10 AND WHILE 
THERE ARE 
STILL SOME 

UNANSWERED 

QUESTIONS, THE 
INVESTIGATION 
IS NOW 

FOCUSING ON 

GATHERING 
EVIDENCE. 


v a 
VY = 
| LZ 


CARRIED THE 
BODY HERE TO 
HIDE IT IN THE 
SWAMP OR 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS. 











OR PERHAPS 
TO DELAY ITS 
DISCOVERY? 





THEY 
GOT A 
CONFES- 
SION 
FROM 
HER... 


IT WOULD 
BE SAFE TO 
SAY THE CASE 
IS AS GOOD 
AS SOLVED. 














SAS 
ee 
AX 
RAEN ANN 


RONAN 


Seis 





WOMAN DID 
NOT COME 
I HAPPEN HERE TO 


TO HAVE AIDE THE 
WITNESSED 
THE MOMENT 


THE WOMAN 
TOSSED THE 
CARCASS INTO 
THE SWAMP. 

















A HUMAN 
PRESENCE 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 
DURING THE 
LATE HOURS 
OF THE NIGHT. 


CURIOUS 
AS TO HER 
PURPOSE, 
I WATCHED 

THE 

EVENTS 

UNFOLD. 
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Min 


EQ 


OAR AES 
“Oa, 
qi; Ge" 
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Mh iy 
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WOMAN 
WHO 
“ie CAME TO 
WOMAN gers 
wHO was OF TH 
LATER ve 
ARRESTED 
FORTHE 73 
MURDER. 









































IT 
WAS AO! 
TANIO, 
YES? 






















































































REASONS, 
I DO 
REGULARLY 
ASK THE 
MOUNTAIN 
SPECTRES TO : Ra [ft 
CLEAN OUT 4 BUT DEAD 
THE SWAMP, SO ANIMALS DO 
CLEANLINESS KY FLOAT UP TO 
THE SURFACE 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME 


FIRST PLACE, 
IF SHE 


SHE WOULD WISHED TO 
HAVE TIED DELAY THE 


AWEIGHT TO _ BODY'S 
IT TO THE 
SWAmMP’S 
BOTTOM. 




























































































VLR ASKTHE WoMA 
CLEARLY THREW THE // 
HEARD HER, CARCASS INTO 

UTTER... THE SWAMP.. 





ataiataraanarae 
eatete 


mn ‘I REALLY 
HOPE THEY 
FIND 17,” 


































































































































































































































































































ALL THIS Le Se 
TTER AND WAY, : \ oe 




































































































































































" 
= i} MUTTERED TRH he 
4 THAT SHE ING IT re 4 
WANTED IN THE Ss Si 
IT TO BE SwAmM i Paaae , 
FOUND. set a, es 
Gene “ ee 
' ' c a = 
| Ne 





























; wit (/ BUT IF SHE | | | : 
pee | WANTED Woe ih | 
SOMEONE | l | 








































TO FIND 
SHE COULD THE BODY, 
SIMPLY HAVE 
TRANSPORTED rgb lode 
IT ALL THE WAY THE TRAIL, 
DEPOSIT IT IN CLOSER TO THE 









ee MOUNTAIN. 









IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT 
THE KILLER /S 
BEHAVING 
RATHER 
ILLOGICALLY. 










UTTERLY 
BAFFLING. 



















we SHE 











BROUGHT 

THE BODY ACCORD- 

HERE INA ING TO THE 
WHEEL- 


BARROW. 










BUT IT ( (me 
WOULD HAVE NCS 
BEEN HARD we 
TO CLIMB THE 
MOUNTAIN 
IN THE DARK 






WITH THAT 








YOUR 
QUESTIONS 


THE POLICE \“ Af | instiFieD. 





































THOUGHT LORD IT IS NO 
THAT WAS GUARDIAN. EASY TASK ) 
STRANGE, TOO. TO REACH | 
SO THEY AMMO | E ‘a 
ASKED HER. i os rd food BSSES ON HUMAN 
Ke \ 


LEGS. 







‘WHY DID Lf!) AWVAT NY N NO ONE 
YOU BOTHER ASSESS WOULD 
CARRYING THE L.J/ aN } ATTEMPT 
BODY ALL THE ff es, IT WHILE 
WAYUP TO THE BASS ya | WEIGHED 

ge DOWN BY A 

DEAD BODY 
WITHOUT 
GOOD 

REASON. 
















WAS NO 
SIGN THAT 
SHE HAD 
ATTEMPTED 


DIDN'T GO eas {. 






































THE TO THE SWAMP 
REPORTS TO HIDE THE 
SAY THE BODY, IT’S 

KILLER, ONLY NATURAL 
AOI TANIO, TO LOOK 
ANSWERED FOR ANOTHER 





THUS: REASON. 
































I HEARD 
THAT A GIANT 
MAN-EATING 
SNAKE LIVES IN 
THE SWAMP. 


I THOUGHT 
THAT IF I LEFT 
THE BODY THERE, 
THEY WOULD 
EAT HIM. 




























THERE 

































IS A LOCAL THE NON- 
LEGEND SENSICAL 

ae ABOUT A ELEMENTS OF 

sono YS SERPENTINE HER CONFES- 

ee WATER GOD SION EARNED 

as coe \ LIVING IN IT A SPOT IN 
oe ae THIS SWAMP, THE NEWS- 

AFTER ALL. PAPERS. 







APPARENTLY, 
THE LEGEND’/S 
EVEN BEEN 
FEATURED 
ON TV. 

















; 
oe 


we ae, 











eee 
owe” 
oe ee 
wee ee 
eer 


THAT’/S 
HOW SHE 
ARRIVED AT 
| HER UNUSUAL 


a a Se ae Y 
oreo ee 


a i 


BE THAT SHE _— ee 
BELIEVED THE == [eli > ps 
ee TALES SHE See tim ce, 
i a HEARD ASA aS 

‘ti S| CHILD—TALES OF 

be, THE MAN-EATING 
Si, SWAMP 


TOE NEE I . 


aa 











KILLER 
REALLY 
WAS 
TRYING TO 


ee 


es 
pee 
Lp 


2) Y, Py 

ee 
\F lll 
M “\ 


“a 


Wo oa 
~— 


( 


THE 
MURDERER MAN, 
PANICKED > 








WHEN SHE 
REALIZED 
SHE HAD TO 





DISPOSE OF 


| THE BODY. 


AOI TANIO’S 
FAMILY 
HOME IS RIGHT 
AT THE FOOT 
OF THIS 
MOUNTAIN. 














TRU 
: : : eee 
ace 
ee i 
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WITH 
NO OTHER 
RECOURSE, 
SHE GRASPED 
AT THE ONE 
STRAW IN 
FRONT OF 
HER— THE 
SWAMP. 
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ys oe fe ° 

meee ~ iy 

4 ¢. t Hibs 
sty, bi, 

t he | ye al 
AWE 4 H Nel ul 
‘ an 1S 1b ¥ 
ol 

’ yi 
to iF YG ‘ 
i Re a fey 
" : a) z ay 
so! ‘ 

















SHE WAS 









THEN WHAT 


























HOPING THAT 
io eer YOU, LORD BUT NOT 
ee GUARDIAN, BY BURIAL 
WOULD EAT OR SUB- 








THE TIME OF 


DISPOSAL? EVERY LAST 


MERSION. 





IT COULD 
HAVE MEANT, 









































‘T THREW IT 
SHE WAS OF TE Van 
SREALLY” PLACE, BUT 
BECAUSE HOPING I DO HOPE 
THAT “THEY,” SOMEONE 
FOUND THE 
MEANING FINDS THE 
BODY, YOU YOU, LORD 
MIGHT EAT IT ULD 


WOUL 
FIND THE GUARDIAN, 


F ER. 
eee CORPSE. 


































MY FINDING A 
CORPSE IS NO 
GUARANTEE 











—— / I, TOO, 












YOU SAY THAT L WILL SA 
W THAT 
IT WAS HER =CONSUM 
HOPE THAT coli CONFESSION 
L WOULD BUT IN THE 
pur DESTROY THE THAT = NEWS~- 


IN THAT EVIDENCE BY FAILS PAPER. 


WOULD COvY. 



























HAVE, | IT. S. “hs 
SAID... Ne } © Bey 
J UE. 











\ wouldn't 
wank thew 























































THE FIRST aed Ha 
WORDS TO THE WHOLE 
ESCAPE HER THING,” 
LIPS WOULD 

NOT BEA 
WISH THAT IL 

FIND IT. 





A 


\\ eA = ! | 
a | 4 Uy” 





AND THIS 
WHY DID RAISES 


THE WOMAN , A, Il 

GIVE A FALSE ‘Tl Heatley? 

CONFESSION 
TO THE 


POLICE? 


PB 


I IMAGINE 
SHE DID IT TO 
HIDE THE REAL 
REASON SHE 

THREW THE 

BODY IN THE 
SWAM 


AND L 
WOULD 
ASK YOU 
GIVE MEA 
CONVINCING 


REASON. 


ALLOW ME 
TO REVIEW 
THE ENTIRE 


COURSE OF 


EVENTS. 











ra 


2 
<— 
_ 
Zz 
O 


I CAN SEE 
THAT YOU 
HAVE A FAIR 
AMOUNT OF 


Ww 
O 
‘a 
uw 
= 
= 
O 
Zz 
x 


Y. 


BUT I 
WANT TO SUBJEC 


ENSURE WE 
UNDERSTAND 
IT IN THE 


SAME WA 


IT ALL 
STARTED 











~ 


Var ae 
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“Ph 


re PO ON 





oa 


YOSHIKAZU 
MACHII AND 
A FEMALE 
COLLEAGUE 

OF HIS. 


2. 
e 
a 


KO 
w8Sn 
YUE 
~ V 
=Ouvg 
© 
Sona 
art 


\ 


bw Z/JN 


o 


THEY WERE 
FOUND 
IN THE 

WOMAIN’S 
CONDO 





BE A DOUBLE 


THOUGH 
OFFICIALLY 
DATING AOl 
MACHII 
HAD BEEN 
SEEING 
ANOTHER 
WOMAN. 


TANIO, 








BUT 
MACHI! 
WAS AN 

ACCOUNTANT 
AT THE BIG 
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 
WHERE THEY 
WORKED. 


AFTER THE 
INCIDENT, 
IT WAS 
DISCOVERED 
THAT HE 
HAD BEEN 
ILLEGALLY 
MANIPULAT- 
ING THE 
NUMBERS TO 
EMBEZZLE 
LARGE 
AMOUNTS 
OF MONEY. 


HOME 
HERE AT 
THE BASE 

OF MT. 


Talons tee Se fl 
bok Min 


“ 
t 


} af 
fea ee, 
“ o 
m4 . 4%, SOL « 
‘ ‘ 
el 
5 Spat ae a a 
oid Y, us 
fe: ak 


Ub Seles & 
' 


THE INVES- 
TIGATION 
WAS CLOSED 
BEFORE 
THEY EVER 
DETERMINED 
WHO INITIATED 
THE DOUBLE 
SUICIDE. 


MACHI! 
REALIZED HE 
COULDN'T HIDE 
HIS CRIME AND 
INVITED THE 
WOMAN TO 
ESCAPE WITH 
HIM, THROUGH 
DOUBLE 

SUICIDE. 


i 


AO! HAD BEEN 
LIVING ALONE IN 
AN APARTMENT 

NEAR THE 
COMPANY. 
SHE MOVED 




















SHE LIVED 
AS A 
VIRTUAL 
SHUT-IN 
FOR TWO 


L =e 
WANTTO EBS\ 
APOLOGIZE Vis 
FOR WHAT 
HAPPENED 
FIVE YEARS 
AGO. 


HIRO 
YOSHIHARA 
VISITED 
AOI’s 
HOME. 

















HER 
AND BOYFRIEND 
HE HAD AND HIS 
BEEN MISTRESS 
EMBEZ- HAD 
ZLING COMMITTED 
MONEY SUICIDE... 
FROM HIS 
COMPANY. 
THESE 
FACTS 
HURT AO! 
DEEPLY. = 













































































THEN SHE 

FOUND A 

JOB AND y 
GRADUALLY Be 

PUT HER 

LIFE BACK Ke 
TOGETHER. 








FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 
24 OF THIS 

YEAR, AT 

AROUND 
7:30 IN THE 
EVENING. 























































































































) il 
or 
KILLED ee 
MACHII, li eA 
; A 
Hired Hap NM| — 
BEENA | 
COWORKER | S 
OF + 
MACHII'S, 
AO! © , 
RECOG- = : , 
WeONIZED OI a 
= eo | i = 
\\\ NAME | \ 
(\ Ny 









































































































































a eee = 
oe 
MACHII’S 
fie ser ene 
UP BY SUICIDE 
HIG OF FIVE 
IT WAS HE HAD YEARS 
cea HIRS BEEN AGO... 
ad ALL COOKING 
4a ALONG. THE 
BOOKS. 
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IF I DIDN'T 
CONFESS, 
THEY WOULD 
TURN ME IN, 







































































Sane nccaill 














































































































































































































































































































MACHII AND 
THE WOMAN 
BOTH KNEW 
WHAT I’D 
DONE. 
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HE SET 
UP THE 
DOUBLE 


TO MAKE were 


IT LOOK 
LIKE THEY 
WERE 
LOVERS 
AND 
PARTNERS 
IN CRIME. 














HIRO’S 
PLOT 
WORKED. 























BUT THEN, 








| MISFORTUNE | 
AFTER 























| BEFELL HIM. 











| SOE 
MATTERS MADE A 
WORSE, SERIOUS 
Ho's | f MISTAKE 
HIRG’S 
DOCTORS 
DISCOVERED 
IT & MALIGNANT 
WAS AN TUMOR IN 
INCON- HIS BODY. [ 
CEIVABLE wc _ fe 
SERIES OF wen | 
UNFOR- | | 
TUNATE 
EVENTS. 


HE STARTED 
VISITED TO THINK 
ROIS HOME THAT IT 
GN WAS ALL 
ATTEMPT RETRIBUTION 
TO MAKE " Pee 
FIVE YEARS 


1» THAT IF HE 7 | 


REPENTED 
BEFORE IT GOT 
WORSE, HE 
COULD ESCAPE 
THIS KARMIC 
RETRIBUTION 
AND AT LEAST 
HIS LIFE WOULD 
BE SPARED. 





















































BY ONE 
OF HIS 
COWORK- 
ERS. 


AND THAT’S 
WHAT WE 
LEARN FROM 
AOI TANIO’S 
CONFESSION. 


I HAVE TO 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR WHAT 
I DID FIVE 
YEARS 
AGO, 





















































AND IT’S 
TRUE THAT 
HER VICTIM 

HIRS 
YOSHIHARA... 


Eee 


os 
~ 


Ss 


SS 
Sy 





THIS YEARS 


BROTHER His 


RECEIVED YUNIOR. RELATIVES, 


AS WELL. 


BE ALL i. 
RIGHT TO (ies 








penne HE WAS 
| aa, BUSY 
| 






ae AT THE | * 
4 | TIME AND 
Ma i COULDN'T 
ASK FOR 
MORE 
SO HIR6 DETAILS. 



































YOSHI- 
TIRELY 
L 
tee WENT 
HIRO HAD A we 
LAY INA KITCHEN pictioliae 
POOL OF KNIFE Hae 


BLOOD IN HER 
ON THE 









AO! THEN 
TOOK HIRO’/S 
CELL PHONE, 
WALLET, ETC., 

OFF OF HIS 


LOADED 
THE BODY 
INTO THE 
WHEEL- 
BARROW... 


IA Net of 
eS 


AFTER TEN | 


IT WAS DARK, a of armen: 
BUT SHE HAD i | 
YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE 
ACCESSING 
THE 
AND SO MOUNTAIN 
BELIEVED FROM HER 
SHE BACKYARD, 
COULD 
MANAGE 


THUS, HIRG 
YOSHIHARA’S 
BODY was 
DUMPED 
INTO THE 
MOUNTAIN 
SWAMP LATE 
ON THE 
NIGHT OF 
SEPTEMBER 








THE NEXT DAY, 


SATURDAY THE 
25TH, THE BODY 
REMAINED UN- 
DISCOVERED, 
AS NO ONE 
HAD CLIMBED 
THE MOUNTAIN 
THAT DAY, LIKELY 
BECAUSE OF THE 
RAIN THAT 
HAD FALLEN 
CLEARED ALL THAT 
THE NEXT MORNING. 
DAY 
| ON THE 
26TH, THE 
































YOSHIHARA- 
SAN WAS 
ABOUT MY 
HEIGHT. 





geez 







AND HE'D 
LOST A LOT 
OF WEIGHT 


SO 
FROM HI$ 
CARRYING ILLNESS. 


HIM WAS 
EASIER 
THAN I 

THOUGHT. 





) 


/ 





ACCORDING 















































TO AOIs 
PLAN, A SNAKE 
MONSTER 
WOULD EAT THE 
BODY DURING 
THE GREAT THE NIGHT... 
SNAKE WOULDN'T 
WANT TO EAT 
A CELL PHONE 
OR ieadlle 
BND THE WOULD THEY: 
CASE WOULD £0 
BE CLOSED 
WITHOUT EVER I TOOK 
BECOMING THOSE 
PUBLIC THINGS. 


KNOWLEDGE. 


I BURNED 


HIS | 
ae COMPANY ID 
MURDER ATMY | 
WEAPON INTO HOUSE. 
THE SWAMP 
WITH THE 
BODY. 


SNAKES EAT 
MAMMALS 
WHOLE, FUR 


50 THEY AND ALL. 


SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO EAT | 
CLOTHES, NS YOU DIDN'T 
RIGHTP 5ie \\]_ REMOVE HIS 
a: Ay CLOTHES? 











































BUT THEY 
DIDN'T EAT 
HIM, 















I GUESS 
THERE |S NO 
GIANT SNAKE 
AFTER ALL... 








WAS A GIANT 
SNAKE, BUT IT 









, DIDN'T FEEL LIKE 
gaa EATING THE GUY, 
AND HER ie 
VICTIM WAS a 
IDENTIFIED ae 
THE NEXT : 


oe Lf, 
Pte 
g 


~ ; Loe 
Sa 


SEZs, 


DAY. 


ae: 


SES SES as 
PR ROSS Ce $ 
eS ON ha SR era 








































SOMETHING 
ABOUT, ‘I HAVE TO 
ee APOLOGIZE FOR 
— T= WHAT I DID FIVE 
YEARS AGO,” 

























eee 
mane 


Ne 
ir 


LEARNED OF 
WHICH LED THEM “ole poe 


DIRECTLY TO AO! 
— TANIO, WHO WAS EN CAD 
TIED TO THAT THE DOUBLE 
CASE AND LIVED SUICIDE 
AT THE BASE OF : 
THE MOUNTAIN 
WHERE THE BODY 
WAS FOUND. 


ae | | 


NAMEPLATE: TANIO 











, A 
ORR 
KY 
ROY 


















THOSE POLICE 



















IT WOULD FELLOWS HAVE 
SEEM THEY ARE BEEN SEARCHING 
SEEKING THE THE SWAMP 
KNIFE THAT TIRELESSLY 
WAS USED AS THESE LAST 
THE MURDER FEW DAYS. 


WEAPON. 







Tsukuna Swamp 


YES, I CAN 
IMAGINE 
THE POLICE 

WOULD 











Diameter: 50 m 
Io4 +t 
Depth: 4 m (is £4) 


























WANT TO 
AT LEAST 
BUT IT SECURE THE 
AND WOULD BE MURDER 
WITH HARD ENOUGH WEAPON. 


JUST GETTING 

EID’ THE PROPER 
AT THE PERSONNEL 

BOTTOM, ALL THE WAY 


A SEARCH UP HERE. 
WOULD 
BE NIGH 
IMPOS- 

SIBLE. 


I DO SEEM TO 
RECALL SOME 
BEHAVIOR TO 
THAT EFFECT... 


BUT I’M 
NOT SO 
CERTAIN... 


SIMPLE, 
YOU SAY? 


f ae 
ON Hh 


AOI! TANIO 
THROW 
ANYTHING INTO 
THE SWAMP 
OTHER THAN 
THE DERD 


BUT THE 
REASON 
THE KILLER 


SO IWOULD | 
ASK, LORD 
GUARDIAN... 


WE 
CAN ONLY 
KNOW SO 
MANY OF 


So wert, THE FACTS: 


HAVE TO 
FILL IN THE 
REST WITH 

OUR IMAGI- 

NATION. 
































AND THE 
POLICE 
HAVEN’T 
ENTIRELY 
ABANDONED 
THAT POS- 
SIBILITY, 


IN CASES 
LIKE THIS, 
IT’S USUALLY 
TO PROTECT 


THE REAL 
THEY EITHER. ~. KILLER. 

SUSPECTED | { fff , 

A REAL 
KILLER, OR 

PERHAPS 

AN ACCOM- 

PLICE. 


7 7 TT 
RGAE! (THEE 


IT IS ENTIRELY 
TOO UNNATURAL 
THAT A WOMAN 
WOULD COME 
ALONE INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS IN 
THE MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT TO 
DISPOSE OF 








ANYBODY 
COULD 
ASSUME THAT 
SOMEONE 
ELSE HAD 
per COME TO 
THE FACT \: HELP HER 
THAT THE \ / WITH THE 
POLICE jh HEAVY 
HAVEN’T ‘ LIFTING. 
FOUND THE 
WEAPON YET 
ONLY RE- 
INFORCES 
THAT 
THEORY. 





AND YET 
HERE THEY 
ARE, STILL 

DRAGGING 
THE SWAMP. 


BE SOME 
BLADE THAT, IF 
DETERMINED TO 
BE THE MURDER 
WEAPON, WOULD 
LEAD RIGHT 
BACK TO THE 
KILLER. 


A FAMILY 
HEIRLOOM, 
OR A LIMITED- 
EDITION 
PRODUCT. 


IF SHE THREW 
IT IN THE SWAMP 
WITH THE BODY, 
THEN IT SHOULD 
BE SOMEWHERE 
IN THE SAME 
THE VICINITY. 
POLICE 
PROBABLY 
HAD THE SAME 
ASSUMPTION. 


SO THE 
WEAPON 
WASN'T A 

KITCHEN KNIFE 
FROM THE TANIO 
HOME, BUT A 
PERSONAL ONE 
BELONGING 
TO THE REAL 
KILLER. 


AND SO THE 
REAL WEAPON 
HAS NOT BEEN 
THROWN INTO 

THE SWAMP. 





YOu 
SPEAK OF AN 


THERE WERE 
NO SIGNS OF 
ANY OTHER 
L KNOW NOT | THETIME. 
WHETHER SHE THE TIME. 
DISCARDED be 
DIFFICULT THE MURDER 
TO BELIEVE == WEAPON 
THERE WAS HERE... 
ANOTHER 


INVOLVED. 


BUT THE 
WOMAN WHO 
WAS ARRESTED 

CAME TO THE 
SWAMP ALONE. 


DIT Ww 


NONE OF 

THIS MAKES 
ANY SENSE 
TO BEGIN 


IF THE WOMAN 
WANTED TO HIDE 


AN ACCOMPLICE OR 


A “TRUE KILLER,” 
TH EN SHE WOULD 
HAVE EVEN LESS 
NEED TO COME 
ALL THE WAY TO 
THE SWAMP TO 
DISPOSE OF 





WITH. 
























































THERE WAS A 
ADVANTAGE, 
TO AOI TANIO’S 

THE BODY. 























ACTUALLY 
PERSON SHE'S 
TRYING TO 
DEFEND FROM 

THE LIST OF 





ae 
- 





~ “ 
5 
wy? 5 





QUITE THE 
Sool ate ts 
BECAUSE IT IS SO 
UNLIKELY FOR A 
WOMAN TO COME 
suspen LATS it 
ANOTHER A CARCASS IN 
KILLER IN 
THE FIRST 


IF SHE WERE 
TRYING TO 
PROTECT A 
REAL KILLER, 
HER ALL SHE HAD TO 
prop Jb 2 Was TORS 
HAS mee 
BACK- 
FIRED. 


FOR 
EVEN IF THE 
POLICE DID 
AN ACCOM- 
WHAT IF 
DUMPING = PLICE, 
THE BODY 
HERE... 









































WHETHER 
OR NOT HE 
TOLD HER 














AND IN THAT 
CASE, THERE 
WOULD BE 
NOTHING ODD 
ABOUT THERE 
BEING ANOTHER 
PERSON IN THE 
HOUSE WHEN 
THE TWO MET. 








ANY 
. «AN 
y 


WHY, HE WAS A 
REMINDER OF 
HER PAINFUL 










THE VICTIM 
TELEPHONED 
AOI! TANIO 
BEFOREHAND, 
ASKING IF HE 
COULD VISIT 
HER AT HER 






THINK SHE 
WOULD MEET 
WITH SUCH A 
PERSON ALONE? 
DON’T YOU THINK 
SHE WOULD GO 
TO SOMEONE 
FOR HELPP 
THAT IS 
A VALID 
POINT. 


IMPULSES 
y AND KILLED 
THE VICTIM. 





THAT 
PERSON 
HAD A 
PROM- 
ISING 
MEAN- 
wiliLe, FUTURE. 


Yo WC 2 FOR YEARS, 
PROTECT | Maw AND HAD 
THE REAL (Cn \\\N NS CLITTLE TO 





KILLER. 


THERE \ AREAS) \ | SHE WOLILD 
ARE THREE a : SEND HER 
REASONS ? VISITOR, THE 
FOR THIS. REAL KILLER, 

(is HOME, 


DUMP IT. 
















THE FIRST IS 
TO ERASE 
AS MUCH 
EVIDENCE 

OF THE 

REAL KILLER 

FROM THE 

BODY AS 

POSSIBLE. 



















SHE HAD 
NO WAY OF 


/ 
—_— mm KNOWING IF 
HAIR, SKIN, OR 
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LY 
gorabe 






gun 
yh4, 


. gy, 
‘4; My 






FINGERPRINTS 

WERE LEFT ON 

IF SHE HANDED THE VICTIM AT 
THE BODY THE TIME OF 


STRAIGHT OVER CONTACT. 
TO THE POLICE, 
SHE DIDN’T KNOW 
WHAT KIND OF 
MARKS ON IT 
WOULD POINT TO 
THE REAL KILLER. 



















SECOND 
REASON 
IS TO 
CREATE 


FOR THE 
REAL 


«TO SOAK 
IT IN DIRTY 
WATER, THUS 
DESTROYING 
AINY TRACES 


SO SHE 
WOULD 
DROP IT 


SWAME.., 


KILLER. : THAT MAY 
BE ON THE 
BODY. 


BUT AO! 
TANIO SENT 
THE REAL 
KILLER 
HOME RIGHT 
AWAY. 


























THE REAL 
KILLER WAS 
ELSEWHERE, 

AND 
THEREFORE 

HAD AN 

ALIBI. 




































THE POLICE 
WOULD THINK 
THAT IT WAS 

UNNATURAL 

FOR A WOMAN 
TO GO DUMP 
A BODY IN THE 
MOUNTAINS 






WHILE THE 
BODY WAS 
BEING 
DUMPED 
IN THE 
MOUN- 
TAINS, 


























IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
REAL KILLER, 

WHO COULDN’T 
HELP CARRY THE 
BODY, WOULD 
NO LONGER BE 
A PERSON OF 
INTEREST. 


THAT 
AMOUNTS 
TO A MIS- 
DIRECTION 
SUFFICIENT 

TO HIDE 
THE REAL 











ASSUMPTION 
IS THAT THERE 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
AN ACCOMPLICE 
BECAUSE THE 


IN WHICH 
CASE, IF \i Th 
SOMEONE WRS |; 
UNAVAILABLE |": I, 
TO HELP, THEY 
COULDN'T BE | 'j\ 
THE ACCOM- / +", 
PLICE, Ng's 




















POINTED OUT 


ACTURLLY THAT CARRYING 
THE BODY TO THE 
SWAMP WOULD 


LEAD US TO 


LOOK FOR THE 


ACCOMPLICE. 


ADDITIONALLY, 
IF THE POLICE 
BELIEVE THAT SHE 
DID CARRY THE 
BODY TO THE 
SWAMP BY 
HERSELF, THERE 
WOULD BE NO 
REASON TO 
SUSPECT AN 
ACCOMPLICE 





MoD 


il 


FROM THERE, 
THEY WOULD 
ESTIMATE THE 
TIME OF THE 
MURDER, THUS 
LIMITING THE TIME 
FRAME FOR THE 
DISPOSAL OF 
THE BODY. 


ACCORDING 
TO YOUR 
THEORIES, SHE 
WOULD HAVE 
SUCCEEDED 
WHETHER OR 
NOT THE BODY 
WAS FOUND. 


THE WOMAN 
MUTTER, 
“I REALLY 
HOPE THEY 
FIND IT”2 


YOU SPOKE 
OF AN ALIBI FOR 
THE REAL KILLER, 
BUT UNLESS THEY 
DETERMINE A VERY 
PRECISE TIME OF 
DEATH, THE ALIBI 
WOULD NOT HAVE 
THE POLICE ae 
WOULD HAVE FO COME B¥. 
NARROWED 
DOWN THE 
POSSIBLE 
TIMES FOR 
THE VICTIM’S 
VISIT TO THE 
WOMAN'S 
HOUSE. 


AT THE VERY 
LEAST, SHE 
WOULD HAVE 
NO REASON 
TO MUTTER 
HER PRAYER. 
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THEN, 


LORD 
ALLOW GUARD- 
ME TO IGN 
PRESENT i 
A THIRD 
REASON. 


. AO! TANIO 
TREE WAS TRYING 
Ale Ee TO ERASE 
rae oa | AS MANY 
WHAT . 
EVIDENCE oeee or 
WAS LEFT Fe aby, 
BEHIND, | « KILLER AS 


OR WHERE : m @ SHE COULD. 
WHERE IT WOULD ‘ 
WOULD BE. 


alae ig THE HOUSE 
TRACKS 1 
FROM SHE COULD 
THE CAR WIPE THEM 

THE REAL AWAY WITH A 
KILLER THOROUGH 
DROVE CLEANING. 
UP INP 





BUT 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
OUTSIDE 

















MAYBE THE 
REAL KILLER 
TOUCHED 
SOME PLACE 
WITHOUT 
REALIZING. 













































































SHE 
THREW 
THE BODY 
IN YOUR 
SWAMP. 


WANTED 
TO MAIKE 
IT RAIN. 


SO, IN 
ORDER 
TO ERASE 
AS MANY 
OF THOSE 
TRACES AS 
POSSIBLE, 



















KNOWN AS A 
WATER GOD, 
AND PEOPLE 

HAVE PRAYED TO 

YOU FOR RAIN. 

ISN’T THAT 

















DON’T YOU 
THINK A HEAVY 
RAINFALL WOULD 
WASH AWAY ALL 
TIRE TRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS, 
OR ANYTHING 
ELSE THAT COULD 
HAVE BEEN LEFT 
BEHIND? 






“SD, 


Sa@: 





















DUMPING 
CORPSES IN 
MY SWAMP 


BLESSINGS, 
SUCH AN 
ACT WOULD 
HAVE THE 
OPPOSITE 


AND L HAVE AGES. 
ACCOMPLISHED 
VIRTUALLY 
NOTHING 
IN THAT 






















TO SUGGEST 
THAT A FILTHY, 
MIDDLE-AGED 
MAN WOULD 
EARN HER 
THE BOON 
OF RAIN? 





SACRIFICE, 


IT SHOULD 
BEA FAIR 
VIRGINS 
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GENERALLY 
SPEAKING, 
THERE ARE 


































: TWO WAYS TO 
GET THE 
INGRATIATING | 
THEMSELVES TO ers saree i 
THE GODS, THEY RAIN 
eae HOPE TO GET THE 
SHE Ge THEM TO ANSWER 









THODOX 


aHOpOX THEIR HUMAN 


PRAYERS. 














we THERE 
IS ALSO THE 
METHOD OF 
SENDING THE 
GOD INTO 
A RAGE, 






AND 

GETTING 

RAIN THAT 
WARY. 
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THROUGH- 
OUT JAPAN, 
FOLKLORE 

ABOUT WATER 

GODS CONTAINS 
NUMEROUS EXx- 
AMPLES OF PEOPLE 

INTENTIONALLY 
ANGERING THE 

THEY’LL GODS. 

THROW METAL 

OBJECTS OR 
FOOD THAT 

SNAKES HATE 


THE INTO THE 
LEGENDS SAY WATERFALL 


THAT THEACT BASINS 
OF DEFILING  poNDS WHERE 
THESE BODIES WATER GODS 
OF WATER LED 
TO SUDDEN |: 
RAINFALL. 












































~~? | — THERE 
| _ ARE ALSO 
EXAMPLES OF 
RAIN-SUMMONING 
RITUALS THAT IN- 
VOLVED THROWING 
ANIMAL CORPSES 
INTO PONDS AND 
DITCHES. 





COINCIDENCE, 
BUT IT DID 
RAIN THE 
NEXT DAY. 


AOI! TANIO 
WANTED 
YOU TO 
FIND THE 


«AND GO CARCASS... 
MAD WITH 


os K\) N 


THAT’S WHY 
SHE MURMURED, 
‘I REALLY HOPE 

THEY,” THAT IS 
TO SAY, YOU, 
‘FIND IT.” 


AFTER THE 
POLICE 
ARRESTED 
AO! TANIO, 


k/ ALL SHE HAD 
TO DO WAS 
GIVE THEM A 

FAKE RERSON 
FOR DUMPING 
THE BODY. 
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OUR LORD 
GUARDIAN 
WAS INDEED 
ANGERED. 


THAT 
EXPLAINS 
WHY YOU 

HEARD 
WHAT YOU 
DID. 





THE COURTS WOULD 


GIVE HER A LIGHTER 



























OR IT MAY HAVE =‘Q-\ Sas 
BEEN PART OF : 
HER PLAN TO PUT 
HER SANITY INTO 
QUESTION, HOPING 


DISPUTE HER 
CULPABILITY AND 


Li 
SENTENCE. , £N ) 


Sees Sen, = < 
ee Ore 


HE 
SOMEHOW 
FOUND OUT 
THAT HIS 
BROTHER’S 
GIRLFRIEND 
ND WAS ALSO IN 
CALLED TOUCH WITH 
AOI TANIO. THE VICTIM, 
HIMSELF. 





THEN THEY 
DECIDED HE 
WOULD GO 

TO THE TANIO 
HOME ON 

THE DAY IN 

QUESTION. 


THAT’S 
WHEN HE 
LEARNED THE 
TRUTH OF HIS 
BROTHER’S 


5 
ry 
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Fy 
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POSSIBLE 
THAT SHE 
PREDICATED THE 
STORY ON THE 
EXISTENCE OF 
A GIANT SNAKE 
BECAUSE SHE 
TRULY BELIEVES 
YOU ARE HERE. 


WE MIGHT 
SAFELY AS- 
SUME THAT THE 
REAL KILLER IS 
MACHII-SAN’S 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


CONTACTED 
BY THE VICTIM, 
AND WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
DISTURBED BY 
THIS SUDDEN 
REQUEST. 
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HOW DOES 
THAT 
SOUND? 


THAT 
EXPLANATION 
IS 
INSUFFICIENT. 


THEN IT 
WOULD BE MORE 
APPROPRIATE FOR 

HER TO MUTTER, “L 
HOPE WE GET A NICE 
BIG STORM,” OR, 
‘I HOPE THIS MAKES 
THE SERPENT 
REALLY MAD,” 
WOULD IT NOT? 




















SEIZED BY 

A SUDDEN 
IMPULSE, 

HE KILLED 

THE VICTIM. FN 


We 


IF WHAT YOU 
SAY IS TRUE, 
THEN SHE 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN HOPING 
FOR A HEAVY 
RAINFALL. 





Wai BE 
LOOKING INTO 
THE ACTIVITIES 

OF ANYONE WHO 
MIGHT HAVE 


BEEN THERE 


THAT DAY. 


SO WE 
SHOULD 
ASSUME THAT 
THERE WAS 
NO SUCH 
ACCOMPLICE 
Oe REAL 








Os 











AND THE 


PUj/ POLICE, TOO, 


es 
ASKING AROLIND 
eel 
ANYONE ELSE 
HAPPENED TO 
BE HERE ON THE 
NIGHT OF THE 


veipee 
YOUR OWN 
CLAIMS SO 
Rees 


IE ANYBODY 
VISITED FROM 
del atl ead 
CAR, SOMEONE 
WOULD HAVE 
WITNESSED IT. 





ae 


Pee 


TANIOWAS faa 2 
THE ONLY = hee 
KILLER. Wid J 
WHAT SHE 
CONFESSED 
TO THE 
POLICE WAS 
ALMOST 
ENTIRELY 


DIFFER- 
ENCE... 
ace Is THE 


REASON 
SHE 
DUMPED 
THE BODY 


YN Wie 


WHAT IS 
THIS REAL 
REASON? 


verrsr: 


TO GET THE 
POLICE TO 
FIND WHAT 
AO! TANIO 
1S LOOKING : } SSS 


EDIT ee 


tar 


bh 


YRniyyy 


if 


Ss 


SS 
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OR ANY 


TOSSED 
HERE 


ud 
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arr 
OMe 
eae 
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THE SWAMP, 
LOOKING FOR THE 
OF THE VICTIM’S 
BELONGINGS 
WHICH WERE 
ALLEGEDLY 


WERPON, 


THAT IS 
EXACTLY 
WHAT AO! 

TANIO 
WANTED. 
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THE PAST. 
PB. 


SHE THREW 
SOMETHING 
INTO THE 
SWAMP IN 


SHE 
COULDN’ 


eee 


FIND IT 
HERSELF AT 
THE BOTTOM 





POSSIBLY 
SWAM 


OF THIS BIG 
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IF SHE 

























CONFESSED 
THAT SHE 
DUMPED THE 
w THERE WEAPON OR 
WAS A HIGH THE VICTIM’S 
PROBABILITY BELONGINGS 
THAT THE HERE... 
POLICE WOULD 






SEARCH THE fee 
SWAMP. 






















































WHAT 
AOI TANIO 


SHE HOPED = WANTED 
THAT WHEN = THEM TO 
THEY SEARCHED, - | FIND WASN’T 
THEY WOULD THE BODY. 

FIND WHAT SHE =| / IT WAS 
WASLOOKING | ~, | SOMETHING 

















































































































FOR. SHE THREW 
i INTO THE 
SWAMP 
YEARS 
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AND 
SO SHE 
COULDN’T 
HELP 
VOICING A 
PRAYER TO 
HELP THE 
POLICE, 


ST. 
REALLY 
HOPE 
THEY FIND 
IT.” 
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“a Qe” ( 
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78 we 


THREW IT 
INTO THE 
THAT SWAMP 
THERE SOLONG 
IS NO AGO, 
GUARANTEE 
IT WILL BE 
FOUND. 


re 
ras ane 


Wy, 
f 
Bb og syne, 


WHAT NEED HAD 
SHE TO TAKE 


TELLING THE 
POLICE THAT 
SHE CAST THE 
WEAPON INTO 
THE SWAMP 
BE ENOUGH? 





Z 
-/ ‘1 44 

Bo bf & 
HG Aa tH 


eee AND 

3 LISTEN TO 

7 WHERE HER CON- 
| TELL THEM 
THAT SHE 
THREW THE 
WEAPON, 
ETC. INTO 


‘\ THE SWAMP, 

















FOR RAOl 
TANIO TO 
ACCOM- 
PLISH HER 
PURPOSE, 


THE MURDER, 

ARREST HER 

AS THE MAIN 
SUSPECT... 


SO WHAT 
IS THE FIRST 
STEP IN 
GETTING THE 
POLICE TO 
LEARN ABOUT 


AND HOW 
DO YOU 
GET THEM 
TO FIND 
THAT 
BODY? 
L SUPPOSE 
THE POLICE 
WOULD DO 
NOTHING 
UNLESS A 
BODY WAS 
DISCOVERED. 








ie 


XS 


AND WITH 
SO MANY 
HIKERS ON THIS 
MOUNTAIN, THE 
BODY WOULD 
BE FOUND IN 


PLUS, 
IT WOULD 
CALL HER 
SANITY 
INTO 
THEY QUESTION, 
WOULD BE SO THEY 
THAT MUCH WOULD 
MORE INTENT WANT TO 
\ ON FINDING VERIFY 
THE WEAPON THE 
AIND THE STORY. 
OTHER THINGS 
THAT WERE 
THROWN 
INTO THE 


YOU ONLY 
THROW THE 
AND A WEAPON INTO 
KILLER WHO THE SWAMP 
WANTS IF YOU WANT 
TOHIDE TOHIDE YOUR 
HER CRIME CRIME. 
WOULDN'T 
TURN HER- 
SELF IN. 


IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL 
TO THROW 
THE MURDER 
WEAPON 
AND OTHER 
RELATED 
ITEMS IN 


THE POLICE 
THINK 
THAT SHE 
DID WANT [R/ 
TO HIDE 
THE BODY. 


FIRST THING 
SHE HAD 
TO DO WAS 
CARRY THE 
BODY TO THE 
SWAMP AND 
aside IT 
IN. 


FURTHER- 
MORE, 
CLAIMING 
SHE DID 
IT TO GET 
THE GIANT 
SNAKE TO 
EAT IT... 





YOU CAN 
SEE HOW 
ADVANTAGEOUS 
IT WAS TO 
THROW THE 
BODY INTO 
THE SWAMP. 





WHAT DOES 
THE WOMAN 
WANT THEM 
WHAT 
DID SHE «TO FIND? 


THROW 
INTO THE 
SWAMP 
SO LONG 
AGO? 

















LIKELY, 
IT WAS 
SOME- 
THING... 





SHE WOULD 
HAVE HATED 












MACHII-SAN 
AFTER THE 

INCIDENT FIVE 

YEARS AGO. 

BUT THE eee OLD BOY- 
WHOLE THING eae 
WAS A SETUP agi 

BY HIRS 


MACHII. 


YOSHIHARA. 
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| SHE KNEW 
I BELIEVE z : NOW THAT 
THAT AOI aL HE WAS 
TANIO . 4 INNOCENT. 
IMMEDIATELY an, 
REGRETTED 
THE RESENT- 
MENT 
SHE FELT 
TOWARD 
HIM. 


YES, 
THAT DOES 
STAND TO 

REASON. 


WOULD BE 
INCLINED TO 
VIOLENTLY 
DISCARD AN 
OBJECT THAT 
REMINDS HER OF 
THE MAN WHO 


NOT THINK 

IT A RATHER “ESS, 
OVERBLOWN 
METHOD OF 
RECLAIMING 


WISHES TO 
RETRIEVE 
IT. 








. FIRST OF ALL, 
AFTER THE 

INCIDENT WITH 

HER BOYFRIEND, 

SHE MOVED BACK 
HERE FROM D 
PREFECTURE, 

WHERE SHE LIVED 

ALONE. 






















) BY _ EVEN IF Sine 
yA ORR Me «= WOULD HAVE 
: GOTTEN RID 


. HOTOS OR 
MP OF ANYTHING 


COULD EITHER 
OLD BOYFRIEND 
BURN THEMOR = WHEN SHE DID. 


THROW THEM 
IN THE 
TRASH. 
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COULD SHE 
POSSIBLY HAVE 
WANTED TO 
THROW INTO 
(\ THE SWAMP? 
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MAYBE 

THE CHILD 
OF THAT 
OYFRIEND. 
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AS FAR AS 
SHE KNEW, 
IT WAS THE 


THE BABY = CHILD OF 
HAD DONE THE MAIN 


NOTHING WHO HAD 
WRONG, BETRAYED 
SHE WOULD HER. 
HAVE BEEN 
TORN ABOUT 
KEEPING IT. 





AFTER SHE 
RETURNED TO 
Hee THE COUNTRY, 
NOTICED me SHE WAS SHUT 
IF HER | : : OFF FROM 
: Me SOCIETY FOR 
ABOUT TWO 
YEARS. 
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OF COURSE, 
IF THE 
CHILD HAD 
BEEN BORN 
HEALTHY, 
SHE WOULD 
BUT PROBABLY 
SHE HAVE 
HAD A KEPT IT. 


















SHE WAS 
LEFT WITH| @ 
ONLY THE 






















INFANT’S 
BLOODY 
REMAINS. 
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ANYONE 
WOULD 
BE ATA 
LOSS AS 
TO HOW 
TO DEAL 
WITH THE 
BODY. 












SHE 


WOULD 
RATHER, IT AVE HAD 
NO LOVE 
WOULD BE AN NO LOVE 
ABOMINATION, FOR THI 
EVOKING 
NOTHING BUT 
PAINEUL 


MEMORIES. 


IT i 
WOULD BE STILL, SHE 


DIFFICULT OUST : 


TO GO TO 3 : HOW THROW IT 
ANYONE if fa | COULD SHE = OUT 
FOR HELP & ae | DISPOSE WITH THE 
1 | OF ATINY TRASH. 
BODY THAT 
HAD SPRUNG 
FROM HER 
OWN WOMBP 


AND 
SO AO! 
TANIO.., 


+ DECIDED 
TO GO 
UP THE 

MOUNTAIN 

AND DROP 

IT INTO THE 
SWAMP, 














THERE WAS 
ALSO THE 
OPTION OF 
BURYING IT 
IN THE 
MOUNTAINS... 


| .BUT IT WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT 
TO DIG A 
DEEP ENOUGH 
Agere oe 
THE ANIMAL 
SOME: WOULD DIG 
ONE IT UP IF 
MIGHT THE GRAVE 
FIND IT, WAS TOO 
SHALLOW. 





IT 
WOULDN'T 
EVEN BE A 
DIFFICULT 
TASK, 


BUT LAST 
MONTH, 
AO! TANIO 
LEARNED 
THE TRUTH 
ABOUT HER 
LOVER'S 
DEATH. 


SO SHE COULD 
ALLEVIATE SOME 
OF HER GUILT BY 
PUTTING IT INA 
BAG, WEIGHING 

IT DOWN, AND 

DROPPING IT 

INTO THE SWAMP 





SHE 
REGRETTED 
HER CRUDE 
DISPOSAL 

OF THE 
CHILD THEY 
SHARED... 


CASE, SHE 
THOUGHT SHE 
COULD AT 
LEAST PULL 
THE BODY 
OUT OF 
THE SWAMP 
AND GIVE IT 
Al PROPER 
BURIAL. 


AND THAT’S 
WHY SHE 
ENACTED 
HER PLAN 
TO GET THE 
POLICE TO 
SEARCH THE 





-- DISCOVER 
THE WOMAN’S 
BABY AT THE 


ARE YOU 
SUGGESTING 

THAT THE 
POLICE WILL 
EVENTUALLY... 


BOTTOM OF 
THE SWAMP? 


HER BABY 
WOULD 
HAVE BEEN YOU SAID 
THROWN INTO ||. * SO YOUR- 
THE SWAMP SELF, LORD 
SO THE MORE THAN GUARDIAN. 
MOUNTAIN FOUR YEARS —. 
SPECTRES AGO, MOST | 


WOULD HAVE LIKELY. 


TO REMOVE 
TRASH 
AND DEAD 
ANIMALS. 
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IN THE 


PAST, AO! 
TANIO HAD 
THROWN 
A SMALL 
\ BODY INTO 
THAT IS HOW NO ONE 
SHE AGAIN FOUND: 
CAME UP WITH Vf ee | 


THE IDEA TO 
DISPOSE OF 
A GROWN 
BODY IN THE 
SAME WAY. 


THROWING 
ONE CORPSE 


INTO THE SWAMP, 
SHE HOPED TO 
RETRIEVE A 
FAR MORE 
PRECIOUS 


I TRUST 
THIS IS A 
PLAUSIBLE 
EXPLANA- 
TION THAT 
DOESN’T 
CONFLICT 
WITH YOUR 
TESTIMONY, 
LORD 

GUARDIAN? 
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DREADFUL 
THINGS 
THESE 
HUMANS 
COME UP 
WITH. 


I 
COULDN’T 


EXACTLY AN 
EXCEPTION, 


Par oi 
PS ste & 
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=“ See 


Vi ae: 


THE SNAKE 
GUARDIAN 
ACCEPTED THAT 
EXPLANATION? 















IF MAYBE THE 
GIANT SNAKE 











HOW MUCH 
OF THESE 
THEORIES 
DO YOU 

BELIEVE? 





WELL, YES, 

BECAUSE IT 
ANSWERED 

ALL OF HIS 
QUESTIONS. 








FACT IS, 
AOI TANIO 
DIDN’T LIE 

TO THE 

POLICE 


SHE REALLY 
WAS HOPING 
THE SWAMP 
GUARDIAN 
WOULD EAT 
THE BODY. 












BEFORE I 
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WENT TO SEE HIM, 
I SENT A SENSIBLE 
WANDERING 
GHOST TO CHECK 





ON AOI TANIO AT 
THE DETENTION 

CENTER, JUST IN 
CASE, AND... 
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MY 
EXPLANA- 


CRIMINALS TION IS 
DON’T LOGICAL, | 
ALWAYS ACT AND IT TIES [te 

LOGICALLY. | UP ALL THE 














THE GUARDIAN 

BELIEVED THAT 

IF ROI TANIO’S 
TESTIMONY WAS 

TRUE, AND SHE WAS 

HOPING HE WOULD 

EAT THE BODY, 







































HE THEN THATS 
T 
ou La nrisl WOULD HAVE 
Ae GONTRADIC=: -MOUEE 
THE SNAKE eee SWAMP: 
WOULD HAVE TO BEAUGIELE 


FIND THE BODY 
BEFORE HE COULD 
EAT IT, AND THAT’S 
WHY SHE SAID 
WHAT SHE DID. 


THAT SHE 
THOUGHT... 



















AND ONE 
EXTREME 
POSSIBIL- 
IT%.. 















ae Vy IS THAT THE 

(\/ fe Pe GUARDIAN 
7 Ue 1. DIDN‘T REALLY 

HEAR WHAT HE 


IN WHICH ee : iC \ | | | Ua otsand tale 7 A 


CASE THE AD J SOWELL \ TEBE eh 
ENTIRE ee | 


STORY 
WOULD FALL 



















SS 


4 


ae, 
RS SONS 
eae 
—_ YAS 
— 
s 


MY BRAIN 
FOR A 


| SOLUTION. 


I WOULD 
NEVER 
MAKE SUCH 
A CARELESS 
MISTAKE/ 


AND 
A YSKAI 
IMPORTANT 
ENOUGH TO 
BE MADE 
LORD OF 
THE SWAMP 
WOULD NEVER 
ADMIT TO 
MAKING A 
MISTAKE, 
RIGHT? , 






































OF COURSE, 
ONE SLIP-UP 
AND THE SNAKE 
COULD HAVE SAID, 
‘STOP MAKING 
STUFF UP/” 
AND EATEN YOU 
ON THE SPOT. 








TOLD YOU, 
THE SOLUTION 
TO THAT 
PROBLEM IS 
FOR YOU TO 
JOIN ME. 


YOU KNOW 
I CAN’T BE 
WITH YOU ALL 
THE TIME. 















7 COULD 








YOU TRY AND 











BE ALITTLE 


THE POTENTIAL | 
DANGERS YOU ff 
“, PUT YOURSELF 4] 





























THIS WOULD 
TEACH 


YOU SOME- 





WHAT 
SCARES ME 
THE MOST 
IS THAT 
YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 








THE DANGER 
YOURE IN. 








WHAT 
MAKES 
YOu 
THINK ALL 











THIS 

TIME, FINE. 
I’LL 

SEND 


CONSULTA- 
TION WITH 
A YOKAI IN 
A FAR OFF 


SO 
TOMORROW 
NIGHT I 

















WJ 


V 


~ Leavin 





alircady? 


) 


HE LOADED 


WHEN I 
SAID THAT HIS 
SKIN WAS TOO 

Mé UP WITH 

SKINS 

FROM KIS 





























GIFT. 
BIG, 









































BEFORE 
I LEFT THE 
MOUNTAINS 
THE GUARDIAN 
GAVE ME A 





































































































































































































































































































SO 
WHAT’D 
you 


“AFTER CHAPTER 15” 
GETP 





SLU en ZS» 


SNAKE 
SAID TO 
BE GOOD 
LUCK 


AND 
SURELY THE SKINS ARE 
SKINS OF 
A FAMOUS 
SWAMP 
GUARDIAN 
AND HIS 
KIN WILL 
BE HIGHLY 
EFFECTIVE. 








AND YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
LUCK IS 


PUT IT IN 
YOUR WALLET, 











WITH ALL 
THESE? 












\ THAT'S 
MY 
SENPAI/ 














' STRUCK BY 
INSPIRA- 


YOU DON'T 


THINK HE’LL 
eee THE ROUGH 
1 SKINNED THE 
SEAS AND 
GREAT SERPENT, THIS WILL 


? 
DO YOU? KEEP YOU 


DRY. 


FN 



















“AFTER CHAPTER 16” 


ONDERFUL, 
ADELEINE? 






ACTUALLY, 
YADDA YADDA 
YADDA, 
AND NOW 
APPARENTLY, 
YUKIE’S 
GHOST HAS 
CURSED ME. 





J You... YOu 
ARE THE 
you KILLER?! 
















GLOSSED IT 





OVER WITH Sai 
A “YADDA hid 


YADDA 


WHO WOULD 
CASUALLY 
OMIT THE eee | a 

Ce teD” GY, re THAT’S NOT 
HIS WIFE fi _ IMPORTANT. 
DESERVES \ 

TO BE 
CURSED. 








: O 
| WOULDN‘T 
| LET ME DOWN 
WITH YOUR 
REACTION, 
JOJOJI. WA 










yourre KAYIO 


TO TALK TO 
YUKIE FOR 
MEP 
















THE NEXT 
INSTALLMENT 
OF THE /N/ 

SPECTRE NOVEL 
AND THE COMIC CAN BE FOUND 
\$ SERIALIZED ON MEPHISTO 
IN MAGAZINE R. (DIGITAL). 








RS 







ON 
SALE 
EVERY 
OTHER 
MONTH! 







| hope you'll buy the next volume, too! 


stake Editors 
coma Peal, kkthivo = 0-Kawa 
ym T-qa 


(honorifics excluded) 























TRANSLATION NOTES 


The House of Hidden Treasures, 
page 10 

One thing Atami is famous for is its 
Hihdkan, or House of Hidden Treasures, 
which is the Japanese term for a sex 
museum. As Kotoko suggests, the idea for 
such museums may have been inspired 
by Eisei Hakurankai, or Health Expos, that 
came to Japan during the Meiji Era. These TREASURES | 
expos had displays and wax recreations of |, ~<-\“6AKB” / 
such health-related objects as the heart \eet 
of someone who drank to much beer, a 
ruptured womb, and a small intestine with 
cholera. These exhibits tended toward the erotic as well as the grotesque. 





The person you're 
thinking of, page 13 


7 THE PERSON. 


youre \\| The person Kotoko is 
THINKING OF : : . 

is tecunicaLly \| thinking of is Osamu 

ec 











Tezuka, the creator of 
Astro Boy and many other 
works that made manga 
| \ : what it is today. Because 
| of his pioneering efforts 
iam | Ah ss in the field of manga, he 
is known as “the father of manga,’ as well as, “the god of manga.” As you might 
imagine, he was in the habit of wearing a beret. 






































Vanari, page 26 
Literally meaning “house cry," yanari is the 
name of the yOokai credited with causing 





IF YOU 
HAVE AN 


; : ; : WRACKIN 
inexplicable Shaking of household objects 7 ORE yy TESTIMONY 
and furniture. They appear in the form of SOLUTION: a Meee 


UNBIASED 
T 


miniature oni and love making noise. iy 









































Great men from history, page 35 
The reader will no doubt recognize the pictures of 
\ b cy, Mahatma Ghandi and Martin Luther King, Jr., but may 
weren't \S KX ~OfS)) be less familiar with Tsuyoshi Inukai. Inukai was a 

ms 4'<J\| Japanese Prime Minister who was assassinated by 
aa A | | the military for trying to limit their power before 
SZ EN World War Il. 
































mr 























Umib6zu, page 123 

Literally meaning “ocean priest,’ an umib6zu is a y6kai that 
lives by the sea. It has a round head, like the shaved head 
of a priest, and can be very dangerous to Seafarers, as it is 
known for capsizing ships. 


Grown parts, page 37 

This is a reference to the Japanese creation 
myth, where Izanagi and Izanami, the first man 
and woman, met and observed the differences 
in their bodies. They then suggested that they 
join together to procreate. 





I HAVE 
ANOTHER 
CONSULTA- 
TION WITH 
A YSKAI IN 
A FAR OFF 

















WHAT 
MAKES 
You 
THINK ALL 








THIS 
TIME, FINE. 





Kenchin soup, page 123 
This is a type of vegetable soup using root 
vegetables and tofu. 











Unagi, page 126 

Unagi is a type of freshwater eel 

found in Japan, which is used in . Su 
Japanese dishes. The dish shown % ais is 
here is unajd, grilled eel on top of yen Ne See 


UNAGI 
RESTAURANT, 


rice, served in a lacquer box. Ce: RIGHT? HAVE 


YOU EVER 


GONE TO A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS RLONE? 





Nara and the Man'yésha, z 
pase —— SINCE THE 


. . 7 | NARA PERIOD, 
The Nara period is an era of 7 eon NUS BEEN 
Japanese history from AD JA poe INTHE GOOD f 


710-794, when the capital et MEN ee EE ne 
of Japan was in Nara. During Aaa FIGHT HEAT 

this period, the Man'y6éshd, Brows: : 

or “collection of ten thousand 
leaves,’ was compiled, and 
today it is the oldest existing 
collection of Japanese poetry. 








Kimoyaki, umaki, and 






































































































































vain NS & hone-senbel, page 133 
, } ALWAYS *| Kimoyoki literally means 
ORDER SOME Eee! STOR, m& “grilled liver,” and refers to 
UMAKL END | Foe Pee eel liver skewers, as seen in 
maram, ONSSQLee i the top left. In the middle, 
fees oa the reader will see the umaki, 
ORDER. eA or “unagi wrap,” which is eel 
of wrapped in an omelet. And on 


the far right are the hone- 
senbei, or fish bone crackers. 





2, =) | BUDDHISM, 
IN PARTICL- 
LAR... 


Kokiz6 Bosatsu, page 137 

Also known as AkaSagarbha Bodhisattva, Kokiz6 
Bosatsu is one of the eight great bodhisattvas, 
whose wisdom is Said to be as boundless as space 
itself. A bodhisattva is someone who has attained 
enlightenment and thus earned the right to move on 
from this vain, earthly coil, but through their great 
mercy has returned to show other mortals the way. 











Old Hag Syndrome, page 176 
This is a more superstitious term for sleep 
paralysis, a state in which someone is half asleep, 
Setar jy but awake enough to see and hear, and also notice 
that they can't move. The name comes from the 
anee, Neer belief that this was caused by a “night hag,” who 
OLD HAG < ’ . 
SYNDROME would sit on the sleeper's chest, rendering them 


ad “Sr immobile. The Japanese name for this phenomenon 
Bee oee = is kanashibari, meaning “metal bound,” perhaps 

: | because the one affected feels as if he or she has 

been bound with chains, but the term is generally 


associated with the supernatural. 
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CHAPTER 16: “LUCKY DAY AT THE UNAGI RESTAURANT” 





n a 
’ 
Ee ee 








ae oe 






































SIGN: UNAGI 


THIS IS 
A PRETTY 
SERIOUS 
UNAGI 
RESTAURANT, 
RIGHT? HAVE 
YOU EVER 
GONE TO A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS ALONE? 


TAKAYA KAO 
FIRST-CLASS 
ARCHITECT 





FNDI  ——- TLOVE 
THINK YOU UNAGI, 
HAVETO BUT I 
RTAI T 
TeVEL OR | |{AGEBEFORE PRICE. 
EXPERIENCE. aoe 
JUST WALTZ 
INTO A 
PLACE LIKE 
THIS BY 
TL YOURSELF 


RYSTARG JOJ6I! | 
FREELANCE | : 
PROGRAMMER |i 









































SEE 
A 

ze 3 

a Zz 

“4 


HF) SUPER 
Fe DELUXE/ 









































SC 
ALTHOUGH 
HER 
BEARING SCHOOL. 
AND 


MANNERISMS 
fim ARE MORE 


























| 
oooh 
i ' ! Hy 
| | 
t 
TET] i 


ail Re 5 SHELTERED 


a en LITTLE RICH 
| laa ~ 9 GIRL, EHP 






































AN UNUSUAL MYSTERY. ty 
GOES TO y= 


ALONE AND 








will 





























LIKE 

DO YOU LITTLE 

THINK DOLL. 
ORGANSP 








YOU CAN'T 
THEM. 


WHY UNAJO, 
OF ALL 


AWFULLY | 


BETTER ru 

male cpt | 

MYSTER- DOES IT _ THIS. 
IES. Does 


BETTER 

FOR 
ENJOYING 

‘ YOUR 
BETTER MEALS, 


FOR 
SLEEPING 
















































wee LS 
PRESS 
PAUSE FOR 





ae 








BEEN S/X 
MONTHS 
SINCE MY 
WIFE YUKIE 
PASSED 
AWAY. 



















TODAY 
IS ONE DAY 
WHERE I 
DON’T WANT 
ANYTHING 
EXTRA ON 
MY MIND. 





DID YOU 
INVITE ME, 
ON THE 

Ps SPUR OF 
place, THE MOMENT, 

TO HAVE 
TOO. 

UNAGI FOR 

LUNCH? 







ia, 


Nyy Ui) ee 
yyy Mitr 
Dy Mijn 
nye 








we THE 
HEART CAN 

NEVER 
TRULY BE 

FREE. 


I WENT 
TO THE 
HOSPITAL, 
BUT THEY 
COULDN'T 
FIND 
ANYTHING 
WRONG 
WITH ME. 


IN THE END, 
WHATEVER’S 
CAUSING IT IS 
IN MY HEAD. 


BUT I THINK 
I’M FINALLY 
STARTING 

sive TO COME 


SLEPT WELL OUT OF IT. 
THE LAST FEW 

NIGHTS, AND 
I’M STARTING 

TO GAIN MY 

OLD WEIGHT 





EVER SINCE 
SHE LEFT ME, 
‘VE JUST FELT 
SO HEAVY. 
AND I’LL GO 
FOR NIGHTS 
WITHOUT 
SLEEP. 





FIGURED 
| IT’S TIME 
AND I KNEW I ste 
YOU COULD if 
NEVER RESIST 
AN INVITATION 
FOR FREE 
UNAGI. 


I THOUGHT 
I’D CELEBRATE 
WITH SOME 
UNAGI. 


IT DID 
SEEM LIKE 
YOUR WIFE’S 
DEATH HIT 
YOU PRETTY 
HARD. 































[SINCE THE UNAGI 
= \| NARA PERIOD, WAS THE 
EVENA CONSIDERED CHOICE. “Ss 


POEM INTHE GOOD 
MAN’Y6SHG FOR YOUR 
ABOUT HOW HEALTH. 
IT HELPS 


, 
Rak Serres 


132 





























LET’S 











ORDER SOME 
KIMOYAKI, 
UMAKI, AND 

HONE-SENBEI, 

MA‘AM, TOO. 
WE’D 

LIKE TO 

ORDER. 


LET’S 
CHFAINGE 
OUR PER- 
SPECTIVE. 


















































YOUVE 
ALWAYS 
KNOWN A 
LOT OF 
USELESS 
TRIVIA. 





WITH THE 
LIMITED 
INFORMATION 
WE HAVE, 

IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT TO 
DEDUCE WHY 
SHE’S COME 

















SO LET’S 
LOOK AT IT 
FROM THE 

OTHER SIDE. 


WHY DID WE 
ENCOUNTER 
THIS BIZARRE 
PHENOMENON? 















OCCURRENCES 
-@ OF RARE EVENTS 
AND MYSTERIOUS 




































PHENOMENA HAVE 
BEEN INTERPRETED 
DO YOU SEE AS SIGNS OF 
SOME KIND OF GOOD OR BAD 
OMEN FOR US LUCK SINCE 


IN THIS? ANCIENT TIMES. 


















YOU KNOW, 

















D Nae 












=o MM ES PEOPLE HAVE 
(Eerie Ee : DW) 5\/; : ALWAYS SAID 
; Molin 1 o IN IF A BLACK CAT 
j Whom OR IF CROSSES 






eae = sw —S\\//// ASTEM YOUR PATH, 

ee . ' SAQA STANDS) ~=— SOMETHING 
4 . “ST UPRIGHT IN BAD WILL 

YOUR TEA, HAPPEN. 






















































Oh SOMETHING 
LIKE HOW GOOD WILL 
IT’S BAD HAPPEN. 
LUCK TO 

HAPPEN 


ACROSS A , 


HEARSE. ‘i a ae 











THEY SAY A 
SWARM OF 
BUTTERFLIES 
IS A SIGN 
AND A OF SOCIAL 
SPIDER INTHE REVOLUTION. 
MORNING IS 
GOOD LUCK, 
BUT A SPIDER 
AT NIGHT IS 
BAD LUCK. 

































y™ NESS IS 
A MARK 




















































' 
LIKE TO S7E""\ FORTUNE.{| UEMERN IF 
7 ( YOU SEE A 
THINK IT’S / 
A GOOD GIRL EATING 
OMEN. UNAJU ALONE 
IN A CLASSY 
UNAGI RES- 


TAURANTP 


























THAT SUCH A 
CONSPICUOUS 
FLOWER, WHO 
MAY OR MAY NOT 
EVEN BE HUMAN, 
WOULD APPEAR 
IN A PLAC 
THERE L\KE THIS... 
MUST 


BE SOME 
SPECIFIC 
MEANING OR 
SYMBOLISM 
BEHIND IT. 









ees 
Kee 


kee, 
Kg, 


hha tg, 


4 


t 


























MESSEN- 

GER FOR 

KOKUZO 
BOSATSU. 


IN HIS 
RIGHT, HE 
HOLDS THE 
TREASURED 
SWORD THAT 
REPRESENTS 
WISDOM. 





BUDDHISM, 
IN PARTICU- 


DID YOU 
KNOW THAT 
THE EEL IS 
SEEN AS THE 
MESSENGER 
OF CERTAIN 
DEITIES? 


BOSATSU IS 
SAID TO BE 
A GOD OF 
FORTUNE AND 
WISDOM. 


LEFT HAND, 
HE HOLDS THE 
CHINTAMANI 
STONE, WHICH 
REPRESENTS 
FORTUNE. 














y 


ANOTHER 
POINT 
WORTH 

NOTING 

IS THAT 

wIS CUT YNAGI... 














; I HEARD 
THAT’S BECAUSE 
THERE ARE A LOT 
OF WARRIORS IN 
KANTO, AND THEY 
WANTED TO AVOID 

ANYTHING THAT 
WAS TOO MUCH 
LIKE RITUAL 
SUICIDE. 


o APPEARS 
TO USE THE 
KANSAI 
STYLE OF 
COOKING. 


DIFFER- 
ENTLY IN 
THE KANTO 
AND 
KANSAI 
REGIONS. 


RIGHT, IN 
KANTO THEY 
SLICE IT FROM 
THE BACK, AND 
IN KANSAI, THEY 
SLICE IT 
FROM THE 
BELLY. 


THAT’S 
THE POPULAR 
THEORY, BUT 
THEY ALSO SAY 
IT’S BECAUSE 





THE DIFFERENT 
REGIONS USE 
DIFFERENT 
COOKING 
METHODS. 


THIS 
RESTAU- 
RANT’S 
UNAGI... 





Some ea “Ce K ef ff | ee 
Pas ie ise ; J, 
> fey! Fe sus =. 4 









































Pe / {S- ‘ | 
FURTHER- ee cs ee ere le 
MORE, THE ee ey me een cee 
EEL’S MUCUS. a: HON AN 
MAKES IT > 
SLIPPERY, AND 
DIFFICULT TO 
SO THEY CATCH. IN OTHER 
ARE LISED IN WORDS, THEY 
METAPHORS, CUT THE BELLY < 
eee OPEN FIRST, LANG 
TO PEOPLE La \-" IZ) SUGGESTING (er Se 
WHO ARE _ ar SEPPUKU S i Os as 
TOO CLEVER a, a ‘ wee, 


TO BE 
CAUGHT. 






























( WITH ALL 
jaAIND THE «THAT = \I {= OF THAT 
UNAGI IS A OTHER- IN MIND, 
CRIMINAL WORLDLY I'D SRY... 

WHO IS CREATURE 
TRYING TO REPRESENTS 
CLEVERLY HN KOKOZO 
ESCAPE HIS * BOSATSU 

CRIME. 







ERGO, 
THIS IS A 
SIGN... 


AND 
DRIVE 
HIM TO 

COMMIT 


SEPPUKU. 


f=: 


= 
=. Wl 
- i 
x 
~~ ff 


MAYBE THE 
GIRL IS AN 
ORACLE, 
TELLING US 
THAT A WISE 
PERSON... 


we WILL 
REVEAL A 
CRIME AND 
RENDER 
JUDGMENT. 


“THAT KOKOZ6 
BOSATSU IS 
ABOUT TO USE THE 


SWORD OF WISDOM 


TO CAPTURE THE 
FUGITIVE WHO IS 
TRYING TO 
ESCAPE HIS 


I’M 
SURPRISED 
AT HOW 
WELL THOSE 
PIECES FIT 
TOGETHER. 














: 


eS 
kt 
See 


=e 



























IF THE EEL IS A 
MESSENGER 
OF KOKiZS6 

BOSATSH, 

SHOULD THAT 
BOSATSU 
REALLY BE 

EATING ITP 










WHEN YOU 
GET TO BEA 
BOSATSHU, YOU 
CAN TREAT YOUR 
MESSENGERS 
HOWEVER YOU 
WANT. 



















UGGED | 






























piel WHAT 
- Jf | MAKES 
SIX MONTHS 7OU THINK 
T KILLED 
ee 


XK 
SS 





I RABBEL 
aad 
{GRABBED. 
HER PURSE 
ge ae 
i 


Le 





ES 
ie 


[P 


ee iy 
PoE 
He HIT 
AND UNFOR- 
Airtel ahs 
THAT KILLED BS 
HER. 


ALITHORITIES 
UTHORITIES 
Nee 
Been 
a BASED ON 


ODY WA 
WITNESSED 
ANY ECTUBL FOUND. 


MUGGING. en 





IF YOU BEAT 
AND KILLED 
YUKIE-SAN 
AND MADE IT 
WOULD LOOK LIKE A 
BE FOUND MUGGING, 
IN THE 


ALTHOUGH 
NO ONE ELSE 
DIED, THERE WAS 
A WAVE OF OTHER 
SIMILAR INCIDENTS 
betes BEFORE YUKIE 
SLLTAY WAS ATTACKED. 


IF YOU 
COPIED THE AND THERE 
WERE A 
STRING OF 
FEW MORE 
MUGGINGS AFTER HER 
THAT WAS THAT'S 
ALREADY WHY 
GOING ON, THEY’ RE 
MY THEORY INVESTI- 
STILL 
OR IT’S HOLDS. << 
POSSIBLE —\)) 


yy XG 
yy wr y 


SOMETHING 
YOU STARTED, 
TO HIDE THE 
TRUE MOTIVE 
BEHIND 
YUKIE-SAN’S 





THE 
’ MUGGER 
lee IS STILL AT 


CAMOUFLAGE LARGE. 
TO HIDE THE 
REAL CRIME, 
AS LONG 
AS NOBODY 
OTHER THAN 
YUKIE-SAN WAS 
FOUND DERD. 


YUKIE-SAN 
GREW TIRED 
OF YOU 
AND THE 
POSSESSIVE, 
CONTROLLING 
SHE WAY YOU 
WANTED TREATED 
TO BREAK 
IT OFF. 








COULDN’T 
BREAK IT OFF— 
THAT WOULD 
MEAN ACCEPTING 
THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT SHE COULD 
EVER BE WITH 
ANOTHER MAN. 


KILL HER. 





NOTHING 
\ PHYSICAL. 


YOU LOST 
SLEEP AND 


MORE THAN 
ANYTHING. 


AFTER 
YUKIE-SAN’S 
DEATH... 





NOTHING 


















































BONER OE 





KILLED HER. 





YUKIE-SAN 
BELONGED TO 
LET ANYONE ELSE 


NOT THE TYPE 
BECAUSE YOUR 
MURDERED. 





«AND YOU Wa ) SAY YOUR 
TOLD YOURSELF, \ || )\ OSE < WIFE’S DEATH 
‘THAT WORKS if ASSURED 

FOR ME,” Vac YOU THAT NO 
FORGAVE THE (975) “EN ae OTHER MAN 
MUGGER, AND | DE I, CWOULD Have 
PURSUED NO ON =o er HER... 

FURTHER | ) ty 

JUSTICE. 


IN THAT 
CASE, YOU 
WOLLD BE 
SATISFIED 
= YOU WITH 
WOULDN’T LET THE WAY 
OTHERS SEE = THINGS 
THAT YOU WERE + «WERE. 
HAPPY ABOUT 
IT, BUT YOU'D 
LIVE YOUR LIFE 
PRETTY MUCH 
THE SAME WAY 
YOU ALWAYS 
HAD. 


ERGO, IT 
WOULDN’T HAVE 
TRIGGERED ANY 

ANXIETY, AND 
YOU WOULDN’T 
HAVE WASTED 
AWAY AS YOU 
DID. 

















GRIEVED LIKE 
ANY NORMAL 
HUSBAND 
WHO HAD 
LOST HIS 
BELOVED 
WIFE. 


YOU DIDN’T 
MAKE ANY 
ATTEMPTS AT 
VENGEANCE. 





























YOU HAD 
TO BEHAVE 
THAT WAY, 
OR ELSE 
EVERYONE 
\ AROUND YOU, 
INCLUDING 
| THE 
YOU ARE WOULD POLICE, 
HE MUR. SEE THAT 
ERER. YOU WERE 
DERER.., yee, WERE | 
YOUR WIFE’S 
DEATH, AND 
SUSPECT 
: YOU HAD A 
, - \\ MOTIVE. 
; | a 


00 7HA 7 

YOU HAD TO 

OVERPLAY 
THE PART OF 

A GRIEVING 
HUSBAND—TO 
DEFLECT THAT 

SUSPICION. 


I SEE. 
NOW IT 
ALL MAKES 
SENSE. 





YOU SET 
you 


THAT GIRL 
HERE. 


ALL SO 
YOU WOULD 
HAVE AN 
EXCUSE TO 
AMBUSH ME 
WITH THESE 
ie 


y 
WANTED TO 
CATCH ME 

OFF GUARD, 
AND BACK 
ME INTO A 








GIRL IS. 





ABOUT IT. 
YOU ONLY 
INVITED ME 
TO LUNCH 
ABOUT AN 
HOUR 
AGO. 


BD WANTED TO 
GET THAT 
OFF MY 
MIND. 





we THAT MY 
SUSPICIONS 
WERE 
CORRECT, 
AND THAT 
I SHOULD 


THAT’S 
WHY HER 
UNUSUAL 

APPEARANCE 
SEEMED LIKE 
AN ORACLE 
TELLING ME... 


I MADE THE Ley 
CONNECTIONS 
WITH KOKOIZ6 

BOSATSU, 

A CRIMINAL 
ESCAPING HIS 

CRIME, AND 

SEPPUKU. 








hv 








































































































































































































































oo y IT'S NOT 
/ LIKE THIS IS 
SOME RANDOM 
ACCUSATION 
YOU JUST 
THOUGHT OF 









ANALYSIS 
OF MY 
PERSONALITY 
WAS PRETTY 
SPOT ON. 









\ \ 
AAVVAY 



































YOU 

WOULDN’T YES, 11'S 

BE SITTING BECAUSE 
HERE HAPPILY MY 

MUNCHING ANALYSIS 

AWAY LIKE : IS 
NOTHING WAS _\ CORRECT. 

WRONG. : 





ae 
< R AND YOU 
KR? WOULD BE TO WOULD HAVE 


USE ALL OF Sy\\ 
yOUR MENTAL || FORGOTTEN Fy 
ALLABOUT }F 
ENERGY TO THAT GIRL 
CONVINCE 


ME THAT I’M 


WRONG. 


























IF YOU'D 
DONE THAT, 
THEN I COULD 

HAVE BEEN 

CONVINCED 
THAT I WAS 
RIGHT. 



































YOU 
>EATE 
TREATED | =| el 
YOU KEPT IT LIKE AN | Des lam aonna 
ABOUT THAT 1 ESTING oa NP 
GIRL. IT’S Zea 4 
INCONCEIV- | ey my 






ABLE. 







iba 





we THE WAY 

YOU TOTALLY 

FELL APART— 
IT WAS SO 
REALISTIC, 

I HONESTLY 
COULDN'T BE 
SURE IF IT WAS 
AN ACT OR 
NOT. 





















I THOUGHT 
THAT IF I 
ACCUSED YOU, 
YOUR MASK 
WOULD FINALLY 
FALL OFF. 


BUT 
YUKIE-SAN‘S 
DEATH DID 
TAKE A LOT 
OUT OF YOU, 
DIDN‘T ITP 





AND 

3 THAT 
“of YOU MEANS | 
COULDN'T S 
HAVE 


KILLED 


HER 
















EVEN I 
COULDN’T 
BELIEVE 
YUKIE’S 
PASSING 
WOULD AFFECT 
_ = MY HEALTH 


ZEEE ee THIS BADLY. 


WAY, IF YOU 
SUSPECTED 
ME ALL THIS 
TIME, WHY 
DIDN’‘T YOU 
TELL THE 
POLICE? 


I’D NEVER 
FORGIVE 
MYSELF IF 


YOURSELF | 


IN FIRST. 


I 

IN THAT 

CASE, WE aa 
SHOULD 

STICK 

TO THE 
ORIGINAL 
PLAN, AND 

I’LL PAY. 



































YOU/RE 
A GOOD 
FRIEND. 





(S 


MO 
PAS 















































SERIOUSLY, 
WHAT WAS 
HER DEAL? 



































































































KOKUZ6 
BOSATSU. 







































































I DIDN'T 

THINK SHE 

WAS CLOSE P 

ENOUGH TO f Sue HOW DID 
HEAR US | tet YOU KNOW 
TALKING... : MY NAME? 


eee 





























MATTER OF 
COURTESY, 
ALLOW ME TO 
INTRODUCE 
MYSELF. 








T’VE BEEN 
ASKED A 
© FAVOR THAT 
~ INVOLVES 
YOU. 


MIGHT I 
HAVE A FEW 
MOMENTS 

OF YOUR 

TIME? 





YOURSELF 


IN TO THE 


POLICEP 


IN COLD 
BLOOD... 


pea 
Ww 
+52 
OOK 
“ee 
res 


MURDERED 
YOUR WIFE 


10 AND 
DECIDED 
TO TURN 

YOURSELF 
IN, YES? 
































JOJ6OUI’S 
THEORY 














MONTHS 


AGO, 


YUKIE, TO 
NO ONE 
ELSE COULD 
HAVE HER. 


I DECIDED 
TO KILL 
MAKE SURE 




















y, 


I WAS 
SURE 
KILLING 
HER 
WOULDN'T 
AFFECT 
MY LIFE 
MUCH. 


I WOULD 
MAKE IT 
LOOK LIKE 
HER DEATH 
WAS A 
FLUKE—AN 
UNFORTU- 
NATE SIDE 
EFFECT OF 




















“\ I MUGGED A 


FEW PEOPLE 


| BEFOREHAND, ¥ LZ 


WITH THE 
INTENTION 
OF HIDING 


BEHIND THE 
CRIME. 
































POLICE 
SUS- 
PECTED 


THE ONE 
THING I 
DIDN'T 
COUNT 
ON... 





























1 WAS 
HOW 
HEAVY I 
WOULD 
FEEL AFTER 
YUKIE’S 
FUNERAL. 

















I THOUGHT 
I WOULD BE 
OKAY WITH 
MY WIFE’S 


DEATH, 
BUT I HAD 
OVERES- 
TIMATED 
MYSELF. 


KILLING THE 
WOMAIN 
I LOVED 
TORMENTED 
ME FAR 
MORE THAN 
I’D EVER 
THOUGHT 
POSSIBLE. 



































WANTED... 





























700 E VE. N 
IF IT OID 
MEFIN SHE 
BEL ya 
SOMEONE 
ELSE. 








TIME I HAD 
PUT ALL MY 
AFFAIRS IN 
ORDER, I WAS 
FEELING MUCH 
BETTER. 











AND r FREEDOM. 
WANTED 


we THE FACT 
THAT I 
WASN'T 
SHAKEN 
BY HIS 
ACCUSATION 
WAS THE 
DECIDING 
FACTOR 
AGAINST HIS 
THEORY. 


BUT I HAD 
ALREADY 


DECIDED 
TO TURN 
MYSELF IN. 
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ACCORD- 
ING TO 
JOUOII.., 







































































































































































































































wow, mai 
I DIDN'T 

EXPECT HIM TO 
ACCUSE ME OF 
KILLING YUKIE 
TODAY. 


V4, 
NZ 


: Ky» 
‘al WOOP 





— | : MAYBE 
t > : . I'LL JUST 












































“oi, 
I ithe 





aoe / TLL BE 
FUNNIER TO 

SURPRISE 
HIM LATER. 




















GOING 
TO TURN 
MYSELF IN, 
AND THAT 
WOULD BE 
THE END 
OF IT. 
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oe || Ee 
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YOU/RE 
EITHER A 
DETECTIVE 


\) 
'S 


L/P Ay 
7 
. N) \ 7 


£ 
Va 


MY WIFE’S 
RELATIVES 

HIRED YOU TO 

yOu _ INVESTIGATE 


BUGGED MY ME. 
PLACE, AND 
LEARNED 
\ EVERYTHING. 





— 
= 


IT’S JUST 
; SO COUNTER- 
wuts A, A GIRL LIKE 
(hit. 


\Y 


a SS 


ener 


a 


RoE 


ys )) | 
~ iN ow (ae 


Ex 


aaa 

































AND NOW I 

YOU WERE KNOW WHAT 
KEEPING AN YOU WERE 
EYE ON ME, DOING AT 
LAYING THE THE UNAGI 


GROUNDWORK 

SO YOU COULD RESTAURANT. 
GET ME RIGHT — 
WHERE YOU | ak ——_ 
WANTED ME. ! ON: be See 

















YOU WAITED 
FOR ME TO LEAVE 
THE RESTAURANT, 
AND APPROACHED 

ME ABOUT MY 

CRIME. IT WAS 
SUPPOSED TO 
CONFUSE ME, AND 
GIVE YOU THE 
ADVANTAGE. 


«e KOKUZO 
BOSATSU 
WIELDING THE 
SWORD OF 
WISDOM. 


A GIRL 
LIKE YOU IN AN 
UNAGI PLACE 
LIKE THAT? 
THERE’S NO 
WAY YOU 
WOULD GO 
UNNOTICED. 


ORACLE 
THING 
WASN’‘T TOO 
FAR OFF. 


YOU WERE 
INDEED... 





en 
—— N 
ss 
SS, EN 


yy 
Wy 
yf 
i, 


y 
! 


Ze ‘ 
ae YS 


FILIATED 
WITH ANY 
BOSATSU. 








~ 
) 


a Ned) ib Lg 


ITWAS PURE \ 
COINCIDENCE 
THAT I ENTERED 
THE SAME 
RESTAURANT 
YOU DID. 


Aisin 











wAS I 
WAS SITTING 
THERE, EATING 
MY UNAJO, 
YOUR WIFE 
ASKED ME FOR 
A FAVOR. 






























































































































































































































SINCE SHE 
PASSED ON, 
YOU’/VE BEEN 


YOU WEIGHED 
HAVEN’T DOWN. 


BEEN ABLE 
i TO GET 
up = A GOOD 
NIGHT’S 




































































SPIRIT OF 
YOUR WIFE, 
WHOM You 
is MURDERED, 

POSSESSING AND OF 
YOU WITH THE COURSE 
TIGHTEST YOU 
GRIP I’°VE WOULDN’T. 

EVER SEEN. 











AS THINGS... 


OLD HAG 
SYNDROME 
AND OTHER 

SPIRIT- 

INDUCED 

ILLNESSES. 




















THAT IS 
WHAT IS 
HAPPENING 
TO YOU. 


I WAS A LITTLE 
SURPRISED TO 
ENTER THE UNAGI 
RESTAURANT AND 
DISCOVER A 
MAN POSSESSED 
BY SUCH FA 
VENGEFUL 
SPIRIT. 





WHILE TI 
WAS THERE, 
YOUR WIFE 
EXTENDED 
HER SPIRIT 

TO ME... 


EXPLAINED 


THE ENTIRE |} ill 
SITUATION. [7 


SHE 
HAS BEEN 
POSSESSING 
YOU AROUND 
THE CLOCK 


: SO 
NATURALLY SHE aitee HER, 


KNEW EVERY 
DETAIL, FROM 
YOUR MODUS 
OPERANDI TO 
YOUR RECENT 

ACTIVITIES. 











Bonetti 1 | 















SHE HAS NO 
INTENTION OF 
LETTING YOU 
GO, EVEN IF 
YOU TURN 
YOURSELF 
IN. 














































































































































YOU 
CAN TURN 






























































































































































= YOURSELF IN, 
AND PAY 
YOUR DEBT 
TO SOCIETY, 
ie. PLEASE BUT YOUR 
Sz = == = TO LIVE 
= = WILL NOT 
eS YOUR LIFE IMPROVE. 
z AS YOU , 
_ : HAVE BEEN. 































































































































































































I DECIDED 
TO TURN 
MYSELF IN A 
FEW DAYS AGO, 























SPIRITS? 


AND I’VE BEEN Sens 
FEELING BETTER BE SERIOUS. 


EVER SINCE. I’M 
EVEN GETTING 
SOME SLEEP. 








AND IT’/S 
BECAUSE 
THE GUILT 
IS LIFTING. 














THAT 
BEING THE 
CASE, IT’S 

NOT GOING 
TO LAST. 


0 YOUR 
BODY 
MUST BE 
FEELING 
HEFIVIER. 

















ASSUMED 
THAT IF YOU 
PAID FOR 
SO YOU YOUR CRIME, 
IMAGINE YOUR 
THAT YOUR SYMPTOMS 
CONDITION IS WOULD GO 
IMPROVING AWAY, 
AS THE DAY 
OF YOUR 
CONFESSION 








DRAWS 





NEAR. 











YOU ARE 
NOT A DECENT 
ENOUGH HUMAN 
BEING THAT 
GUILT COULD 
EVER AFFECT 
YOUR HEALTH. 


YOU WERE 
SO JEALOUS 
THAT YOU 
KILLED YOUR 
WIFE, AND YOU 
DON’T EVEN 
HAVE A HEART 
CAPABLE OF 
I. REGRETTING 


YOU ARE 
SUBHUMAN. 


YOUR WIFE 
ASKED ME TO 
GIVE YOU A 
MESSAGE. 


a 


i \ \ \; A ' 
4 xy 


gull 
































APPARENTLY 
YOUR WIFE IS 
INFURIATED AT 
THE IDEA THAT 
YOU MIGHT 


An wYOWRE sTARTTO 

















A GOOD 
ENOUGH 
PERSON THAT 

EN YOU CAN 
Me EXPERIENCE 
: GUILT. 







ae IT IS 100% XG \ 
WA YOUR = THE PANGS 
7 IMAGINATION. Baa 


ARE A 
FABRICATION 
YOU CREATED 

TO EXPLAIN TO 





YOURSELF THE 
CAUSE OF YOUR 
SUFFERING. / | 
YOU 
COULD 
YOU WON/T TURN 
HAVE FREEDOM YOURSELF 
IN PRISON, BUT IN, 
YOU WILL HAVE OR YOU 
ROOM AND COULD LIVE / | 
= BOARD. OUT IN THE 7) \ 
| WORLD. IT 
IF YOU DOESN’T 
DON’T GO TO MATTER. 
JAIL, YOU WILL BE < 
FREE, BUT YOU/LL | , \ 
tei ALSO HAVE TO | | 7 
yO a WORK THROUGH | 
ay YOUR FATIGUE 
‘) AND INSOMNIA 
| TO PAY YOUR 


BILLS. 





WHICH 
WOULD BE 


ra j ) Y EASIER, I 
PLEASE: f/f, WONDERP 



































THEN | hf, 4 |) Te YOU 
CAN YOU iG / Wb | «= CAN SEE 
EXORCISE + - | ee! ~GHOSTSP 
MY WIFE’S Wi OS fo 7k AND HEAR 

SPIRIT AND Q\ 8 UR" 9 , THEM 
GET HER TO Oe sPeAKP 
LEAVE MEP! ) | , 




















tn, 
ful fy, 





GRANT THE 
REQUEST 
OF YOUR 
WIFE’S 
BUTI GHOST, 


HAVE NO 
OBLIGATION 
TO DO THE 
SAME FOR 
MORTALS. 









































































































































































































































BUT 
THIS IS 














































































ITI¢ KARMA. Fe 
ENTIRELY —s 


























IN LINE WITH 





























THE LAWS OF 
































THIS WORLD, 















































SO THERE IS 












































NO NEED 






































FOR ME TO 





















































INTERVENE. 




















































































































































































IT WOULD 
BE ANOTHER 
STORY IF 
YOUR WIFE’S 
POSSESSION 
OF YOU WENT 
AGAINST THE 
NATURAL 











— NZ 


SS 
—— = 
== —— ——= 








\ 
\ . iY 
No 










; 











aries 





VW 

ati r 
L HB 
nel . 
me Lad 
jaeaeeen 3 
+--+ ++ ++ 


















































tf 
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= 


spat 
fen aa 


eae 












pega beemtt 
sebeol etd 


oe E 













ss e 
MGR. oat: 
eas e 

e a 2 
bat ata os , 


i 
~~ — 


HH 


ae 








Eh 





if 



































IT MAKES 
NO 
DIFFERENCE 
IF I TURN 
MYSELF IN 

































































WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING 
ALL ALONE IN 
THAT NAGI 
RESTAURANT? 


















































AT 
f= LEAST 











IT’S BEEN 
BOTHERING 
ME ALL DAY. 












































































































































gona 
2 Gp } 
.( P iA 
AT LEAST ‘sd 
\ LET ME — 
SOLVE 7 
THAT 
WHAT _| MYSTERY. 
Waele Mi 
DOING? Sul 
Al I 
mils 
Y| all 
| | Un 
lies NG 







































STAYING 
7M 


‘i Y 





SOT 
WAS JUST 
WOULD LIKE 
DRIVE... 


li j= 


tity 


TERE 


wu WHEN I 
TO SEE 










BEC SHELTERED Ye f INN 
me LITTLE RICH : VL) eas | 


AND —_, 
OF ITS V 


Y EELISA 
MALE GENITALIA, . 
/ TREASURED -m 
IT’S ALSO A ao 

CHILDREN \ 

SYMBOL OF AND SAFE 
MATRIMONIAL CHITD- 

HARMONY. 




































60 I DO 
TRULY FEEL 
LIKE MY SEX 
DRIVE I5 
ENHANCED! 








AA 
AW 


a ISN 






SAYING \(/)\ 
VULGAR... 

















































































































































































































I DON'T 


SUPPOSE 
THEY’D 
EXORCISE 
HER AT A 
TEMPLE. 


















THANKS 
FOR 
YOUR 
HARD 
WORK, 
KURO- ,| 

KLIN. 





SO I’M 
SUBHUMAN, 







































































































































































MA’AM. 


















































































































































































































































YOURE 
SUCH A 
HARD 
WORKER. 











AND 
THAT’S 
WHAT 
HAPPENED. 





















BUT DO 
YOUHAVE I AGREE 





ALL I 






























DID WAS TO BESO THAT KAJIO 
PERFORM MY RUTH- BROUGHT 
DUTY AS THE LESSP IT ON 
MONSTERS’ HIMSELF. 

GODDESS 
OF WISDOM. 















I’M 
NOT EVEN a 
GONNA : 
BUTFROM BOTHER i. : 
NOW ON, WITH THAT j= i 


WOULD YOU ONE ANY- [| | Ae A fF Ee 
NOT GO MORE. 




















INTO UNAGI VN ; , 
Restau- [rag UO . 
BaNTe , ~~, y | ae [ 
YOURSELFP |= Te — 
se Sokeigals 











BUT MAYBE 

I SHOULD 

HAVE GONE 

WITH SOFT- 

SHELL TURTLE Ff | ,! 
INSTEAD. | = 













a 
i 


ARE YOU 
JEALOUS THAT 
I WAS EATING 
HIGH-PRICED 
UNAGI 
7 ma oN WITHOUT 
EVEN IF I co a YOUP 


LEG ‘| BUT YOU 
HAD INVITED YZ 7 EEE oe 


WORK THIS 
AFTERNOON. 










IF YOU LIKE, 











— THAT'S 
NOT THE I CAN TREAT 
PROBLEM. YOU SOME 






OTHER TIME. 









IT’S 
REALLY 
NOT. 






Sane some 












ANYWAY, 


















A STUDENT SENPAI, 
TAKES THREE YOU WORK 
OR FOUR TOO MUCH. 
LABOR- 









INTENSIVE WHEN 
JOBS... b> : ARE WE 
ee # SUPPOSED 
/ TO FIND 
TIME TO 







> ‘ DATEP 





WITHOUT ANY 
REST OR 
SLEEP?! 




















IT’S HARD 
ON A PERSON, SAKE. 













WHO'S HAVING A 
TALKING. SIGNIFICANT 
OTHER WHO 3 


IS SO NON- 
SENSICAL. 










SEEN 
| 
i| 

{f 
| { 
i } 

| 

f 








SS 


a 


ee 





ANYWAY. 


NOW THAT I 
HFIVE EATEN 
UNAGI, I MUST 
DEMONSTRATE 
ITS EFFECTS/ 

















































































































































































































MOURNS HIS 
INABILITY TO 
PARTICIPATE 
IN CLINICAL 
TRIALS AS 
A VIABLE 
SOURCE OF 
INCOME, 
WHILE 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA 
FEELS THE 
EFFECTS OF 
THE UNAGI. 





—IN/SPECTRE 


“That’s not exactly what the original was going for,” but on the other 
hand, there are other times when lL feel, “Should | have expressed it 
that way in the novel, too?” or, “That may have actually been a more 
appropriate direction,” or, “l could never have made it this entertaining.” 


l hope those differences will be one of this series’ assets, which is why 
l make it a point to say as little as possible when it comes to the manga 
adaptation. But | am a little restless about the idea that the readers will 
tend to prefer the manga. 


On the other hand, when | write the novel, part of me does pay a certain 
amount of attention to the fact that it will be made into a manga. 


As l wrote the story about the café, | thought about how it’s made up of 
several vignettes that might be vague in prose but will line up effectively 
in manga, and the story about the giant snake came from the idea that 
the contrast between lwanaga and a giant snake would make a great 
visual (if it wasn’t going to be a manga, | might have chosen a different 
monster). For the unagi story, | figured the concept that lwanaga doesn’t 
really have to do anything to make people well aware of her presence 
would come across better in a manga. 


Also, l like to think that ’'m writing each story based on mystery ideas 
and formulas, but | suspect some people will still think that they just 
don’t qualify as mysteries. But there is such a thing as “occult detective 
fiction” in the world, so | hope you will put it into that category. 


This volume was fairly simple, without a lot of action, but the next 
volume should be a little more spectacular. 


So | hope you will read the next volume. 
Kyo Shirodaira 


lam the author, Kyo Shirodaira, and this is volume seven. 
The long arc has ended, and this volume is a new start. 


And with this new beginning, | wrote each short story in 
this volume on the premise that it would then become a 
manga. They all have their differences; one has already 
been released as prose, one is going to be released in 
prose, and one won't be. Even so, they are all the same in 
that they were originally written as prose. 


Some of you may be thinking that, if | know it’s going to be 
made into a manga, l should just write it as a manga script 
to begin with, and it’s true that there are several aspects to 
that method which would make things easier for me. When 
l write as a manga writer, that’s usually what l do. 


But this manga started out as the comic adaptation of a 
novel. And in that case, l felt that continuing in the same 
way would maintain the consistency in the series’ mood 
and characters. lt would more clearly reflect Katase- 
sensei’s interpretation, concept, and composition, and it 
would give it more of the charm that can only be found in 
manga. 


And in fact, the characters’ personalities and actions 
do leave a different impression when compared to the 
novel. When the story was made into a manga, there 
were a few places where the scenes were abbreviated or 
embellished, or where the story composition was changed. 
Those changes affect the mood and implications of what 
happened. It’s really quite fascinating. 


From the perspective of the original author, there are 
some times where lL think, “You took that out?” or, 
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